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INCE THE sun of militarism and
world conquest has gone down
in the land of Japan, we see at

last the faint rays of a new dawn of
spiritual awakening and of opportuni-
ty for making Christ known. Like a
miner who has lived underground so
“long that he is blinded when he comes
forth into the light of day, the Japa-
nese people today are unable to com-
r the true meaning of what is
taking place in their country. The
emperor's statement of New Year's
Day, 1946, that, after all, he was not
a god, and that state Shintoism was
no longer compulsory in Japan, will
make it possible for the first time in
the history of this country for the peo-
 ple to openly discuss the divinity of
thelr ruler, and to accept the Lord
Jesus Christ without being called
traltors to thelr land.

Up to the present time, the consti-
tution of Japan, granted to his sub-
by “the son of heaven,” provid-

ed that the Japanese might have any

- “mot prejudicial to law and
" order A Japanese officlal once
stated It clearly to me: “You are al-
_ to have any religion you desire,
m, Buddhism or Christianity,
i so long as you worship the em-

B and give him first allegiance.”

~ However, even to be such a Chris-
‘tian took a great deal of courage, for
 the nation as a whnleuc:inlldm'ld
'-:‘_-mmnl a forelgn religion, op-
id 10 tt::u domination of the world
oy Japan, and her policy of Hakko
JTehu (eight corners of the universe un-
one roof). Now, under the new
, Christians may give first al-
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legiance to Christ without being con-
gidered subversive,

For the Japanese people as a whole,
it seems to me that they will always
consider Hirohito more than a man—
at least so long as they continued to
call him Tenno Heika, which literally
means “Heaven's descended majesty.”
Especially is this true of the country

ple who from their childhood have
had drilled into them the doetrine of
the divinity of the emperor.

In 1940, the Kempeitai (military po-
lice) officials sent out a questionnaire
to pastors and Christians of the Osaka
area. Each one of the questions was
so worded that it struck fear to the
hearts of those who had to reply.
There were such questions as, “"Who
Is your Christian's God?" “Which is
more important—the imperial re-
script of the son of heaven, or your
Christian Bible?" “Who is greater, our
Japanese son of heaven, or your Jesus
Christ?” Many made this evasive an-
swer to the last qustion: "Jesus is
our Saviour; the son of heaven is our
Lord."

Many prominent Christian leaders
of Japan went to the Shinto shrines
to worship. They claimed that when
they did obeisance before these
shrines, they were not praying to the
deity there enshrined, but to the true
God. But the Japanese words they
used to deseribe these wvisits was
suri, which means “to go and wor-
ship., Thank God, these acts before
the Shinto shrines are no longer com-
pulsory, and the first rays of religious
liberty are lighting the land.

The conditions that prevailed during
the black night of Shinto domination
in Japan were like those which will
take place in all the earth during the
relgn of antichrist. Men will be com-
pelled to render complete allegiance
to a false ruler., Any man who puts
the Lord Jesus Christ ahove him will
be branded a traitor. No one will be
allowed to buy or sell uiless he bears
the mark of the lawless one, who will
not only demand *““the things that be
Caesar's,"” but also “the things that
belong unto God."

What Is Our Message?

While T was doing missionary work
In Jay in, and wondering how It was
possible for so-called Christians to
compromise with a system of ldolatry,
I began to search my Bible. It was
deeply Impressed upon my heari that
one must accept Christ as Lord, the
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Lord-of Glory who saves from sin, in
order to be saved. To even suggest
that accepting Christ as Saviour 1s
less than accepting Him as Lord is
expressing disrespect for His wonder-
ful work upon the Cross, by which He
paid the price of our redemption. Be-
cause He is the Saviour, God has
made him Lord. “If thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord,
and shalt believe in thy heart that
God raised him from the dead, thou
ghalt be saved” (Rom. 10:9 R. V.). 1
did not find a single passage of Serip-
ture that pave any assurance of sal-
vation If one believed in Jesus as Sav-
iour, but rejected Him as Lord.

In John 1:12 we read: "But as many
as recelved him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his
name."” What does it mean to “receive
Him"? In the first chapter of John,
He is presented as the Creator of the
universe who came to take that which
rightly belonged to Him in order to
rule over it. But some of the saddest
words of the Bible are found in verses
10 and 11: “He was in the world, and
the world was made by him, and the
world knew him not. He came unto
his own, and his own recelved him
not.” Long before His birth in ‘Beth-
lehem, our Lord was rejected of men,
and to this very day this world and
ite systems hAive no place for Him.

In Japan, there was no difficulty in
preaching Jesus as Saviour, if we
eliminated from the message His
Lordship. Just as the crowd before
Pilate shouted: “Away with him, away
with him, erucify him" (John 19:15),
so the world today cries out against
Him. “Why do the heathen rage, and
the people imagine a vain thing? The
kings of the earth set themselves, and
the rulers take counsel together,
against the Lord, and against his
anointed" (Psa. 2:1, 2).

It is Imperative that Christian pas-
tors, evangelists and teachers present
Him as the Lord who saves from sin.
He is not one who may be received as
Saviour now and later on as Lord
It behooves us, as we approach the
day of our Lord's return, to make sure
that we know Him as Lord, This is
what distinguishes us from the devil's
crowd. The dying thief said unto
Him, “Lord, remember me when thou:
comest Into thy kingdom" (Luke
23:42), "For whosoever shall call
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Lord without government - interfer
ence, &nd, with the changed conditions
in Japan, we shall be able to preach
as freely there. Every report confirms
the faci that as never before the peo-
ple are searching for the true God,
and that now there are opportunit es
for the missionaries of which we
never dreamed.

Word From the Field

I wish to share with vou some ex
tracts from recent letters which I have
received from Japan:

“Our little ones always ask us “Why
did Uncle Pietsch not come so long?
Almost from the beginning of the
landing of the US.A. soldiers, they
thought surely one day yvou will come
in by the door. We are all still alive.
Since summer 1944, we evacuated with
our six children to Karuizawa. Tokyo
Is a mass of ruins. Our little house
got two bombs. OQur little church at
Honan-Suginami was completely de-
stroyed by fire . . . also your church
at Nakano and your missionary home
at Higashi-Nakano, The whole district
is like a desert ... only scattered
stones and charcoal. The Lord is our
hope and refuge.”

“In Japan a new time has arrived
—through the coming of a powerful
army from the States. We are all
very happy that this happened he-
cause now we have freedom to preach
the Gospel as never before in Japa
nese history., Peace came so suddenly
that we were all very much surprised.
Japan was so terribly destroyed that
victory was impossible. Now Japan is
very poor, no houses, very little food,
terribly high prices in black markets.
I think it is the Lord's will that we
start our missionary work agaln very
quickly. No one knows how long this
opportunity will last.,”

“The whole work here among the
Japanese {s about the most thrilling
thing I have ever experienced. For
the servicemen, we have two weekly
Gl Gospel Hours which are Spirit-
filled and productive of glory to the
Lord Jesus. We have a building in
Tokyo and I am teaching a Bible class
of about 250 Japanese. The land has
been lald waste and the people are
prostrate, but it Is these conditions
which make for spiritual harvest. 1f

the fundamental forces of the Lord

Jesus Christ don't move In, Satan will;
in fact, he has already made inroads.”

Will you ask God what He would
have you do for the evangelization of
Japan in this most cr#tical tlme of her
existence' a8 a nation? God forbid

upon the name of the Lord sballffiessme——ywy thy of us should sin in ceasing

saved” (Rom. 10:13),

"

lo pray, lor her,
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Rev. E. Harlan Fischer i(Blola '26)
is the new director of Christian work
at the Bible Institute. Prior to com-
ing to Biola, Mr, Fischer served three
years as a chaplain in the United
states Navy, He saw action at Guam,
Maorotal, Leyte and Lingayen Gulf In
the Philippines. Before entering the
navy, Mr. Fischer held pastorates at
the Bethany Baptist Church in Long
Beach and the First Baptist Church in
Hempstead, N. Y,

The Bible Institule wlll olfer an-
other Summer School course from June
17-July 26, Bulletins may be secured
by writing to the Dean's oflice. It is
not too early to make arrangements
to enter the Fall Term, which begins
september 5. Due to lack of space,
many may be turned away; do not
delay If you belleve it to be God's will
for you to attend Biola.

The Helen Day Fuller scholarships
for 1946 were awarded to Dwight Kin.
man and Nancy Woolnough, Biola stu-
dents, outstanding in spirituality and
scholarship. Dr, Chas, E, Fuller, of the
Old-Fashioned Revival Howr, presents
these scholarships annually in
memory of his mother,
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_ Feliowship Meeting

Mrs. Grace Roberts (Biola '22) is now
available for meetings in the South-
ern Californla area. She will speak on
behalf of the great spiritual need of
China. Mrs. Roberts, with her husband,
Dr. Charles A. Roberts, director of our
Bible Institute In China, has spent
& great number of years in that
country. Dr, Roberts returned to
China nearly a year ago to super-
vise the reconstruction of the build-
ings of the Hunan Bible Institute,
tute, capable of training 500 students
at once, and which Is owned and op-
erated by the Bible Institute of Los
Angeles, Dr. Roberis Is now laying
plans for the opening of the school
Letters are being received constantly
from him, as well as pictures showing
the progress of the rebuilding. .

Highlighted by colored slides, this
firsthand Information pertalning te
these and other rehabilitation efforts
in China, will prove of Interest to
those who hear Mrs. Roberts.

Churches and pastors who wish to
engage Mrs. Roberts are invited to
write or phone to the Extension De-
partment of the Bible Institute, 558
S0. Hope St, Los Angeles 13, Calif
Phone MA. 1641.
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