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THE LAND OF THE RISTG SUN . !
15 Uenohara

Hakano Ku/

Tokyo, Japah

May %5 1936

Dear Friends and Partners in Our Lord Jesus Christ.
Greetings in His Precious Hame with Zechariah 4:6

Tn the goodness and graciousness of Our Lord I am now in the land to

which He has called me to serve and magnify His “ame. e has answered our
prayers far in abundance of what we agkad or even thongkt.

On April 14 th I said goodpye to my dear paremnts and $isters and Sailed
on the Taiyo laru for San Francisco, Truly in many weys it was hard to 1eavg an
them but I cammot forget the words of Our Lord Jesus when he said,"lf eny man
leave father or mother or bppthers er sisters for my sake and the gospelshe

windd vecoive a hundred fold in this life and in the life to0.come™. With all =
my heart I believe His word and Imow that in reality I have only made a g00d.
investment and have left nothing to serve Him for,GOD 1S MO 12H'S DEBTOR.

On April 15 arrived.in San Frameisco and stayed there two days with
my deaxr Aunt and Uncle, ¥rgland #rs, Arnold Grunigen Jre Had a very enjoyable
time with thew » On Thursday the 16tthey had a little farewell party ab
$heir lovely home and we had a very joyous time in the Lord Jesus. Truly I can
look back 10 a very pleasant evening,the last one in the homeland, & real good
time in the Lord.

On April 17th sailed from San Frapsisco for the great open sea. The Lord
put that wonderful thrill in the heart of knowing that one was 1n His will and
obeying His command to GO, : Great grace was given in leaving and a forward
look to the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Because of the
strike of dock workers going on in San Francisco at® that time the ship was
unsble to take on its cargo so we sgb out to sea with mo ba ’gst. There were
very few paseengers on beard compar jvely, The Lord in His goodness had gone
before and provided wonderful compandonship in three wondentwk missionaries from
the China Inland Mission, Ilir and lirs ,George Harrise and liiss Grace Emblen.

Miss Fmblen was baken captive by the “ed army in China composed of 20,000,

about a year and a half ago., The same time that lir, Haman and 1, Bosshart were
taken. After eizht days she was left to die on a mountainside, God in His
goodness spared herclife to continue wor&k for Him. The four of us had %imes
-8 joyous times in the Lord, Also on board were two Lutheran ministersand

 Dp. and Rrs. Fleming of the Berkely Divinity School, IWiss lMeader of Judson

College,Burma,was also with us. llost of the trip o Honolulu and then on to
Yolohame the weather was quite cloudy and the gea aquite rough. Because of the
lack of ba_'l,lgst the e ship rocked a lot but I wasnt a bit sea sick and didnt
miss a single meal on the whole tripe -

On April 23rd arrived in Hoholulu and was met at the doek by my cousing
Charles Pietsch, He took me aroufid’the igland showing me all the placesof
interest. Ve visited Pearl Harbor and SchoXfiéd Barracks ,and in the meantime
had ‘o change a tire on the car and had quite a hard time because when we got
the tire off’the car fell off the jack and then the jack was 100 large to get
under the baclk a:ddig. But finally we got it fimed and conbinued on our wWays
Then we went oubt to his home and met my three other cousing and my aunt. Iy
uncle was then in the United States so that I did not get to see him. Their home
i8 on the other side of the island from Honmolulu in a town called Lanakai. There
is a very beautiful beach there better fPor swimming than Vaikiki and so we weny

in gwimning in back of their home. e diddt realize how late it was getiing nox
dia I realize how long it would take to get badk o Tionolulu. Finally we realized
it was Tour Oclock and that we should soon be leaving to catch the boat which
left at five. In fact we had 16 rush a great deal and it was only beaause‘ﬁ%%-\;‘
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the Lordswonderful goodness and the fine driving on the part of my cousin David
that we got to the dock about thirty seconds before the ship pulled out of the
dheiE, The chief steward the the purser were standing at the gangplank with
open arms t0 greet me fearing that they might have lost one of their passengers.
On the whole trip the Japanese showed a most wonderful way of serving the publiec
and in showing interest in each one of the passengers. They went to a greatb
deal of trouble to give us a good time and so we might enjoy ourselves. It was
a little taste of Japan beforshand to be on that ship. The Taiyo lMaru was a Wolld-
War prize captured from the ﬁem.ans darine-the wae and converted into a passenger
ship. The ship was kept very clean and the crew es very polite. Ilever before
had % seen anything like it. During the whole trip had an oubside cabin all

0 my-self as travel was light. It made 1t wonderful to study Godts word and

+o be alone with Him 7ho sends me forth., To dwell in His Presence is very sweet.

One of the officers on the Taiyo lMaru was a fine Christian young Japanese.
He had gone to Nautical School here in Japan and while there came under the
influence of a Christian. He accepted Chrictées as his own personal Saviour.
He is from a Buddist home and so has no family encouragement. Each Sunday aboard
the ship he has a class for members of the crew. He goes 10 great trouble to
have songs printed for them and then he teaches them out of the word of God. WMy
how those men could sing and how Brother Sujikawa could speak of the things
of God and of His Son our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ. Surely it was wonder -
#ul to have this contact before reaching Japan with this Christian officer.

During most of the trip the weather had been quite overcast. It had been
my prayer that if it pkeased the Lord my first glimpses of Japan would be 200d. .
On awaking on Shnday the thiid of llay the sky was very darke In the aftermoon
we were to get our first glimpses of land, it looked doubtfulf that we would get
a very clear view, Almost like a miracle suddenly the sky clearfled sbout noon
and in a short time we could see the outline of the coasts During all the
afternoon we could see the coast, About five oclock we enbered Yedﬂo Bay and
ahead of us in outline was Ift. Fuji. Finally about sungset we came directly
+o the west of it and the sun set behind it in an array of gorgeous color,
More than I had hoped or prayeds. In speaking of it the chied steward said
he never before had seen it so beautiful, Such a wonderful answer to prayer |
makes me think of the wonderful promise in Ps, 37: 4 "Delight thyself in the
Lord and He shall give thee the desire of thg Heart". One can see the reason
the Japanese have come 0 worship Fujiyama. I% symetry and béiﬁty' far exceeds
any other mountain that I have ever seen, How sad that some worship the
created object rather than the ereator, Truly our God has re: ealed Himself in
three wonderful ways. First in nature Romans 1:20 Pg, 19:1 Secondly in
His Holy Word which is a lémp'unbdooun feetand a. light unto our path, Thirdly
and most wonderful of all,God has revealed Himself in the Person 6f Our Tord
Jesus Christ. Shrely this is the greatest revelation of Gods Iet us worship
Hime, We are not,eut here 4o view the beautm;xl_, scene®y for heathenism is real
and sin is Teal and we must be about Our Master3Business of winning men for Him.
How wonderful however to see His oreat handiwork, Foom that first afternoon at
sea until nmow it has been wonderfully clesft and each day the joy of the Lord has
grown greabter in knewing that He ig with me and will never leave me nor forsake,

Late Sunday evening of lay third we landed in Yokahama, At guarantine
the passport inspectors came on board. MMy inspector was a young Japanese
who could speak but little English but finally he understood that I was a
missionary and in a most courteous way said that he hoped I would have
great Successe A S

Early on Monday morning Brother Anderson and Brother Carlson came dovn
40 the boat to meet me. They are the two beloved fellow missionaries qu this
great Tield, of Japans Do pray that if it pleasé our Lord soon many may come
%0 re-enfore and help., In entering Japan two things are watched very carefully
tobacco and books, OFf course I had mno tabaceo so that score was. easy bub I
was somewhat conerned about the books. Before landing T had been given a
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declaration bdank saying they wanted Jthe name ,of every book in my possesesions
That was almost impossible to do because I had over three hundred $castered in
all my bags and trunks. I asked the purser about it and he said Fust to write
do'n the number and the kind of books I had. When we went to the customs inspedor
Brother Anderson spoke to the Inspector in perfect Japanese telling him that I

had come Im their country as a missionary, To our astonishment the Inspectior

was a Christian and when we t0ld him the books were all Christian books he just

looked at 7-0f them and told us. it was allright. Ve were not charged a cent
of dutyh rked out most wonderfully, HE DOETH ALL THINGS WELL - Thou

hast beset me behind and before , and laid Théhe hand upon me, Ps. 139:5

There are many condrasts in this land, Some of them are very hard to get

used to for a foreigner, It seems strange to have all the cars going down
the wrong side of the street., All these bicycles cerbainly are hard to dodge.
Tokyo is guite a modern city. Bub let us nevee fdzet that 85% of the villages
of Japan have never heard the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Japan is far
from evangelized. It is my purpose by the grace of God to build upon no man's
foundation and go +to those who have never heard., Will you not pray that soon
I may learn this difficdlt language and be thrust into the highways and byways.

Apout a week ago I s-tarted':{ianguage school, In the goodness of God I have
8 wery fine teacher who has taught foreigners for forty years., IHis method is
based entirely upon Japanese, Tho he speaks fine English he will not speak a
word of it o me. It will take approxamately three years for me to get the
lancuaze. Tho during that time I can do Chrisiian work. Already I am teaching
two Japanese boys English. They come each day to rTead the English Bible and
by that contact I am able to speak of the things dear to our hearts. Nelther
of them are Christisnse. Will you mot pray for them and for me? Tord willing
I am expeeting another soon, Last Sunday I had the joy of preaching for the
first time in Japan, OfI course it was in English and our dear Brother Anderson
interprétéd. 1y friends.I wish you could be here and see the hearty welcome
these dear Japanese Christians have given me, the leagt of all His servants.

The population here is very dense, According to the national census taken
on October first 1935 the population of Tokyo is 5,875,667, Compared with
the previous census of 1930 when it was 4,970,839 this represents an increase
of 904,828, Then compared with the census of 1925 it shows an increse of almost
two and a half million people, It is easy to see by these figures the way the
tide is “turning and many are doming to the cities. Approximately sevenby percent
of all the pecople in Japan are farmers. In this land no bigger than the state
of California there are almost segenty million people. Friendjs will yoy not
hel% %s &in their gvangeligation? Brayer is the power that moves the arm

0 ods TR % .

Tould like to reddte a little incident that was a real surpri&ie T0 me.
The other day I was down %o the Ginza that i1s downtowm “Bokyo and bought a
bottle of Listerine. On the way home I left it on the elevated train. OFf
course in America we would have kisseé it gooGpye and thought mothing mere about
it., But not so in Japan, Brother Carlson who was with me told the officer
on the platform: about it and he phonedito +he next stetion ahead and in fifteen
minmutes T had 4t beeck, Thie of course was a govermment railroad andthat gxpleins
it for each one works for the Bmperor and the service is exceptional. This is
the modernized side that I have been spealking of. Tapan has accepted the
Western blessings but we have failed to bring to them in a large measure the
great Blesser,
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Gree‘bings and salutation$in J’apari are very long and sometimeswhen +wo
Jepanese meet on the street it takes them quite a while to stop bowing, Their
convera,tion often goes about like thisj when translated.

A "I have not had the pleasure &f hansing myself in vour honorable eyesn
for a long time" 4

Bs "I was exceedingly rude last time T saw you,"

A. "No; it was surely I who was rude. Please excuse me,"

B. "How is your august health?"

A. "Bery good, thanks to your kind assistance,”

B, "Is the august lady your honorable wife well?"

A« "Yes thank yous the lazy old woman is quite well,™

Be "And how are your princely children?"

A, "A thousand thanks for your kind interest., The noisy dirty little brats
are well, too," /

Be "I am now living on a little back street, and my house is awfully small. and
dirty, but if you can endure it » Please honor me with a visfti”

As "I am overcome with thanks and will surely ascend o your honorable
residence and impose my uninteresting self upon your hospitality",

B. "I will now be very impolite and leave you"

Ay MRS Tho b g 80, excuse me, Sayonara'

The signs writden in English are also quite astonishing. IMany of the
signs ave written in both T apanese and would-be English, Some of them are
these:

SHIRTATLER

PHOTOGRAPHFR EXECUTED HERE

A TATIOR CUT TO ORDFR

DEATFR NEVANDSTILISESTRAW HAT

BEWARE OUR TRADE MARK

ALL VISITOR ARE NOT ALIOW TO ENTER THIS TEMPLE
PUTTING ON THEIR SHOE.

As yet I havent gotten used to bowing down to thHe floor,=md Sitting
in Japanese style looks toohard for me to master, J apanese food I enjoy very
much tho rice without salt was hard at first,

Never shall I forget all you dear Triends have done for me in making
it possible for me to be out here in the land of God's choise for me, I can say
with all my heart that I am confident that I am in the center of His will,
I desire your continued prayers that I may be filled continally with the Knowled
of Hig will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. Col. B9-10

AWAY IN FOREGIN LANDS THEY WONDERED
HOW THETIR SINGIE WORD HAD POVWIR
AT HOME, THE CHRISTTIANS TWOU OR THRIE
HAD MET TO PRAY AN)) HOUR,
Yours in Our Lord Jegus Christ

fets 20:24 Timothy Pietsch



THE LAND OF THE RISING SUN
15 Uenohara Nakano-Ku Tokyo, Japan
p— May 14, 1936

Dear Friends and Partners in Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Greetings in His Precious Name with Zechariah 4: 6

In the goodness and graciousness of Qur Lord I am now in the land to which He has called me to serve and magnify
His Name. He has answered our prayers far in abundance of what we asked or even thought.

On April 14th I said goodbye to my dear parents and sisters and sailed from Los Angeles on the Taiyo Maru for San
Francisco. Truly in many ways it ways it was hard to leave them but I cannot forget the words of Our Lord Jesus when he said,
“If any man leave father or mother or brothers or sisters for my sake and the gospel’s he shall receive a hundred fold in this
life and in the life to come.” With all my heart I believe His word and know that in reality I have only made a good invest-

L ment and have left nothing to serve Him for, GOD IS NO MAN'S DEBTOR.

On April 15 arrived in San Francisco and stayed there two days with my dear Aunt and Uncle, Mr. and Mrs. Arnold
Grunigen Jr. Had a very enjoyable time with them. On Thursday the 16th they had a little farewell party at their lovely home
and we had a very joyous time in the Lord Jesus. Truly I can look back to a very pleasant evening, the last one in the home-
land, a real good time in the Lord.

On April 17th sailed from San Francisco for the great open sea. The Lord put that wonderful thrill in the heart
of knowing that one was in His will and obeying His command to GO. Great grace was given in leaving and a forward
look to the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Because of the strike of dock workers going on in San Francisco at
that time the ship was unable to take on its cargo so we set out to sea with no ballast. There were very few passengers on
board comparatively. The Lord in His goodness had gone before and provided wonderful companionship in three missionaries from
the China Inland Mission. Mr. and Mrs. George Harriss and Miss Grace Emblen. Miss Emblen was taken captive by the Red
army in China composed of 20,000, about a year and a half ago. The same time that Mr. Haman and Mr. Bosshart were taken
After eight days she was left to die on a mountainside. God in His goodness spared herlife to continue work for Him. The
four of us had joyous times in the Lord. Also on board were two Lutheran ministers and Dr. and Mrs. Flemming of the Berkely
Divinity School. Miss Meader of Judson College, Burma, was also with us. Most of the trip to Honolulu and,_then on to Yoko-
hama the weather was quite cloudy and the sea quite rough. Because of the lack of ballast theship rocked a lot but I wasn’t a
bit sea sick and didn’t miss a single meal on the trip.

On April 23rd arrived in Honolulu and was met at the dock by my cousln Charles Pietsch. He took me around the
island showing me all the places of interest. In the meantime had to change a tire on the car and had quite a hard time because
when we got the tire off, the car fell off the jack and then the jack was too large to get under the back axle. But finally we got
it fixed and continued on our way. Then we went out to his home and met my three other cousins and my aunt. My uncle was

‘ then in the United States so that I did not get to see him. Their home is on the other side of the island from Honolulu in a
o~ town called Lanakai. There is a very beautiful beach there better for swimming than Waikiki and so we went in swimming in
back of their home. We didn’t realize how late it was getting nor did I realize how long it would take to get back to Honolulu.
- Finally we realized it was four o'clock and that we should soon be leaving to catch the boat which left at five. In fact we had
to rush a great deal and it was only because the Lord’s wonderful goodness and the fine driving on the part of my cousin David
that we got to the dock about thirty seconds before the ship pulled out of the wharf. The chief steward and the purser were
standing at the gangplank with open arms to greet me fearing that they might have lost one of their passengers. On the whole
trip the Japanese showed a most wonderful way of serving the public and in showing interest in each one of the passengers.
They went to a great deal of trouble to give us a good time and so we might -enjoy ourselves. It was a little taste of Japan
beforehand to be on that ship. The Taiyo Maru was was a World-War prize captured from the Germans and converted into a
passenger ship. The ship was kept very clean and the crew were very polite. Never before had I seen anything like it. During
the whole trip had an outside cabin all to myself as travel was light. It made it wonderful to study God's word and to be alone

with Him Who sends me forth. To dwell in His Presence is very sweet.

One of the officers on the Taiyo Maru was a fine Christian young Japanese. He had gone to Nautical School here in
Japan and while there came under the influence of a Christian. He accepted Christ as his own personal Saviour. He is from a
Buddhist home and so has no family encouragement. Each Sundy aboard the ship he has a class for members of the crew. He
goes to great trouble to have songs printed for them and then he teaches them out of the word of God. My how those men
could sing and how Brother Sujikawa could speak of the things of God and of His Son our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ.
Surely it was wonderful to have this contact before reaching Japan with this Christian officer.

During most of the trip the weather had been quite overcast. It had been my prayer that if it pleased the Lord my
first glimpse of Japan would be good. On awaking on Sunday the third of May the sky was very dark. In the afternoon we
were to get our first glimpses of land, it looked doubtful that we would get a very clear view. Almost like a miracle suddenly the
sky cleared about noon and in a short time we could see the outline of the coast. During all the afternoon we could see the
coast. About five oclock we entered Yedo Bay and ahead of us in outline was Mt. Fuji. Finally about sunset we came directly
to the east of it and the sun set behind it in an array of gorgeous color. More than I had hoped or prayed. In speaking
of it the chief steward said he never before had seen it so beautiful. Such a wonderful answer to prayer makes me think of
the wonderful promise in Ps. 37:4 “Delight thyself thyself in the Lord and He shall give thee the desire of thy heart”.
One can see the reason the Japanese have come to worship Fujiyama. It symmetry and beauty far exceeds any other mountain
that I have ever seen. How sad some worship the created object rather than the creator, Truly our God has revealed Himself
in three wonderful ways. First in nature Romans 1:20; Ps. 19:1; secondly- in His Holy Word which is a lamp unto our
feet and a light unto our path. Thirdly and most wonderful of all, God has revealed Himself in the Person of Our Lord Jesus
Christ. Surely this is the greatest revelation of God. Let us worship Him. We are not tourists out here to view the beautiful
scenery for heathenism is real and we must be about Our Master's Business of winning men for Him. How wonderful however to
see His great handiwork. From that first afternoon at sea until now it has been wonderfully clear and each day the joy of the

— Lord has grown greater in knowing that He is with me and will never leave me nor forsake.

Late Sunday evening of May third we landed in Yokohama. At quarantine the passport inspectors came on board.
My inspector was a young Japanese who could speak but little English but finally he understood that I was a missionary and in
a most courteous way said that he hoped I would have great success.



Early on Monday morning Brother Anderson and Brother Carlson came down to the boat to meet me. They are the
two beloved fellow missionaries in this great field of Japan. Do pray that if it please our Lord soon many may come to re-enforce
and help. In entering Japan two things are watched very carefully tobacco and books. Of course I had no tobacco so that score
was easy but I was somewhat concerned about the books. Before landing I had been given a declaration blank saying they wanted

. the name and author of every book in my possesesion. That was almost impossible to do because I had over three hundred
scattered in all my bags and trunks. I asked the purser about it and he said just to write down the number and the kind of books
I had. When we went to the customs inspector Brother Anderson spoke to the Inspector in perfect Japanese telling him that I
had come in their country as a missionary. To our astonishment the Inspector was a Christian and when we told him the books
were all Christian books he just looked at a few of them and told us it was allright. We were not charged a cent of duty on
anything and all worked out most wonderfully. HE DOETH ALL THINGS WELL—Thou hast beset me behind and before, and
laid thine hand upon me. Ps. 139:5.

There are many contrasts in this land. Some of them are very hard to get used to for a foreigner. It seems strange
to have all the cars going down the wrong side of the street. All these bicycles certainly are hard to dodge. Tokyo is quite a
modern city. But let us never forget that multitudes in Japan have hardly heard the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Japan
is far from evangelized. It is my purpose by the grace of God to build upon no man’s foundation and go to those who have
never heard. Will you not pray that soon I may learn this difficult language and be thrust into the highways and byways.

About a week ago I started at language school. In the goodness of God I have a very fine teacher who has taught
foreigners for forty years. His method is based entirely upon Japanese. Tho he speaks fine English he will not speak a word of
it to me. It will take approximately three years for me to get the language. Tho during that time I can do Christian work.
Already I am teaching two Japanese boys English. They come each day to read the English Bible and by that contact I am able
to speak of the things dear to our hearts. Neither of them are Christians. Will you not pray for them and for me? Lord willing I
am expecting another soon. Last Sunday I had the joy of preaching for the first time in Japan. Of course it was in English and
our dear Brother Anderson interpreted. My friends! I wish you could be here and see the hearty welcome these dear Japanese
Christians have given me, the least of all His servants.

The population here is very dense. Accarding to the national census taken on October first 1935 the population of Tokyo
is 5,875,667. Compared with the previous census of 1930 when it was 4,970,839 this represents an increase of 904,828. When com-
pared with the census of 1925 it shows an increase of almost two and a half million people. It is easy to see by these figures the
way the tide is turning and many are coming to the cities. Approximately seventy percent of all the people in Japan are farmers.
In this land no bigger than the state of California there are almost seventy million people. Friends will you not help us in their
evangelization? Prayer is the power that moves the arm of God.

Would relate a little incident that was a real surprise to me. The other day I was down to the Ginza that is downtown
Tokyo and bought a bottle of Listerine. On the way home I left it on the elevated train. Of course in America we would have
kissed it goodbye and thought nothing more about it. But not so in Japan. Brother Carlson who was with me told the officer on
the platform about it and he phoned to the next station ahead and in fifteen minutes I had it back. This is the modernized side
that I have been speaking of. Japan has accepted the Western blessings but we have failed to bring to them in a large measure
the great Blesser.

Greetings and salutations in Japan are very long and sometimes when two Japanese meet on the street it takes them
quite a while to stop bowing. Their conversation often goes about like this; when translated.

“] have not had the pleasure of hanging myself in your honorable eyes for a long time.”

“] was exceedingly rude last time I saw you.”

“No: it was surely I who was rude. Please excuse me.”

“How is your august health?”

“Very good, thanks to your kind assistance.”

“Is the august lady your honorable wife well?”

“Yes thank you; the insignificant woman is quite well.”

“ And how are your princely children?”

“ A thousand thanks for vour kind interest. The noisy, rowdies are well, too.”

“1 am now living on a little back street, and my house is awfully small and dirty, but if you can endure it, please honor

me with a visit.,” k
“] am overcome with thanks and will surely ascend to your honorable residence and impose my uninteresting self upon
vour hospitality.” .

“1 will now be very impolite and leave you”

“If that is so, excuse me. Sayonara”

The signs written in English are also quite astonishing. Many of the signs are written in both Japanese and would-be English.

Some of them are these:

P P WpEpEPEREE

SHIRTAILER

PHOTOGRAPHER EXECUTED HERE

A TAILOR CUT TO ORDER

DEALER NEWANDSTILISHSTRAW HAT

BEWARE OUR TRADE MARK

ALL VISITOR ARE NOT ALLOW TO ENTER THIS TEMPLE
PUTTING ON THEIR SHOE.

As yet I haven't gotten used to bowing down to the floor. Sitting in Japanese style looks too hard for me to master.
Japanese food I enjoy very much tho rice without salt was hard at first.
Never shall I forget all you dear friends have done for me in making it possible for me to be out here in the land of
God’s choice for me. I can say with all my heart that I am confident that I am in the center of His will. I desire your prayer
continually with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. Col. 1:9-10
AWAY IN FOREIGN LANDS THEY WONDERED
HOW THEIR SINGLE WORD HAD POWER
AT HOME THE CHRISTIANS TWO OR THREE
HAD MET TO PRAY AN HOUR.

Yours in Our Lord Jesus Christ
Act 20:24 . Timothy Pietsch
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Groatings in the Lord Tesus with (olossiens 1s¥ed0

Tn the gom;_eﬁa and gracioummess of ouw Ff:ad”m"w Father 1t will scon be

258 mooihs shet I have hed the joy and privelege of belnz Bees in the land of
vbs Rising Sum, r.m iand of Goi's choligs for me, In lookisg cver thsss the
I e confident "‘ + Ae has Jed 7 "“"‘-.]2 to this place spid that og b s

in eoming and in ra:':.;:a..e_, His bidding s=s been Helh u.nun.k by Thn wme i
'pady in joy,psaco and in Hig a'ai:"-.‘ing Peogence He bhas wopaid a Do u‘tf.‘. Told.
Tn every wey LT PAYS T0 SERVE JE3US. ;

No doubt meny m? vou. have heard of ay szpericnce with the Jfmperial Sacm‘b
Service, Just afbor writing my last cirxcular letter in the middly of May I
vas miateleon for a_ spy and teken inte headguartors next 0 the lnpevial Palace
nzf guestionsd. It was indosd & very hard aud trying experdisnce for I had thal
'b&sn fu $he w.mtw only twoe woeks and ¢ouid speak omiy a very ..efg‘w wa..\.s of *he

angmgqg 2+ oourse they tried o guegiion ms im Ingliish _aui:_ new only a

ittie mors English thar I knew Jopausss. For eighi hml::s £ was g}:“tllﬂd shated
$0 an ameé scidier. They quesiiohsd me oea slmest every mmub..a subject fimdm

he nea_:‘ah of ell my *ﬁmtive:.- te the azcunt of salexy I yecelved, That was

point they could not urderstand for 'hhe, ’m@ never: bafcr"a Teard of anyope

who didnt have a salury bub slmply tymuated God to meot all onss nseds: They
would wot allow me 49 got ix douch with my follow missionarles nor with axnyme.
oelze during that time af :;uost* oning: Fiually howevor I wag reisased afber
$hey were gqulite cerbain that T was not a ;3'9*;_, In jooking back at the-ioblidetd
.ome has wany mnaﬁz_w %0 thu_.lc the Ierds Fivst in bolng aliowed tc speak of
my best Friend the Towd Jesus and to toll those lost men of what he could do
Toy Thems Then i‘" giveon ono & littie insight into the real Teoling of the

sountry, in the Yorrible suspleion that they hove and in the fear of one vation .

for the others Ok, how we ought %o proy thsse days for the reletions between
America and Japan tha. the gospel of Our lord Jesus m...ght not bpe hindered, How
one longs for the day when rightecusnesa and eguiiy sholl be upon the saxrth nd
the rightfull King shall be upon His throme, "0 Iozd JeJus come quickiy" Bub
until thot day may W2 be faithfull to thed cven unbo doatne . :

Early in the summer I had the wondexful privelsge of visiting all of
our ghurchs, God wonderFully blessed in the solvation of a few and in the en-
oouraging 07 the Christians, What a wesdsrful welcome thsse dear Japanese gIe
mo, ~Ones hsart was warmod es ons.looked into theiy faces and could see the - -
effect.of the glorious gospel of our Loxd end Saviour vesus Ohriste .

Brother Ogoshi who was adting ds oy inberpretver ard I had besn out to the.
iglandz of Skine and Nejim whers we hed a 'fe'“* '.,ap«fv Hmﬂsb God is wonderfuily
workizg their in the lives of mony youug pecple. At that place f“zsrs has been
no tsastc for ths last twelve yoars a Gh*'d’.s"“? D Darbar la inz dhe lesndsy of tha
F:%'z‘ﬁ These deor Ffolls oxe hoping soon to bs able- Ho. vuiid a ghureh with their

mokaye The tids oub on those isionds dis.very ixcacherous and semetimos when
anp sebos- St &6 fe woolis eng ollwost months before a ah;l.p con :lond and take
oo £0 Osndms anf dhen bask $o the maininnie

Y



PineIty—ons evening shout alght aelock the shin la2t Nslima bound for
Hebu, Cghlmao 3ocause of the Ireachercus tide they aid not kmew how long
i% would be pefors another ehip couid eome so they had to take all the carw
go and passongevs tnene shtp wes mack too zeall for allo When we got
on hoaxd it was crowdod 0 THe & with pores end DPESEengerse Tao

githing rooms had iomg shing Tooms end were ne Stande

ing rocmse Thexa was no piaco & exceph oub on The deck with the
cargo and what 4C you suppcas the o s? Nothing olse bul aboul wo

hundred 1ive pigs in wicker Paakehe: « was nothing fer us Yo do but to
go out and siv with tha wigs. = vhe swell, the squeeling, the cold
and the rocking cf ths shap T glali never fepget thet »ide. ITn about four
hours we lapded izm Habu and Aot : sugzested that ws go te a Japanw-
ese inp Toxr the night. The Zady smad ths hebel was a Christian’ end
when she found out Thady T ogme o new nlszlodnry juet come +o this land she
inslsted in going cut and pallin thew Ghristiang in the towm Ior a
mechings, L suggested bhatb ghe woit whtil the vest dey dub sbe gaid they
would be working and if we woeus theme snd 8id not bave & meseting they would
bo greatly dissapointed. She went oub snd in shout an hour roturned with
elght Chrietians. A1l vhads ars iu the town for thers g ne church there and
no pagtor and selden dc they have a Bibles teachste One lsdy bed left a
1it4le baby six wesks oid bo coumo o ths mesting at ong iun the mornings - -
Gress warmbth of heort was fell end the Hely Spirdt was dafipetly prssent,
How esrunestly $1d thows deer Ohrigtians pray and thank God for the mesting.
Ever sines that meebing I havs thought about it end wondersd how meny
Chrietions we could got out in the homeland sn such on ocecesicn, Hew they

:d apprecinte the Weid of God and wers sc in esrnest to hser mOrs Wa whe
hove nod the privelege all our 13ves of hearing the gespel sslidem gteD O
thizk what it would mean if 1% wers searce. Jh how clogs we who bave the
words of 1life should live to Him that others by our weiy iives might lmow
we kmow the Trus and Living God who has revdaled Himself to us thru the Loxd
Tesus Christ and vhru His Hely Spirit who has mads Him resl to ug, BY HIS
GRACE WE CAN, e :

Hove feif in ry own iife That powsr +that comse Trom having those whe

have been Faithfull 4n prayew Tor M. O needs your Prayers very mich dur-
ing this $time of language gtudy for the devil ls over about o trdp ons If
poasibles  f# never Lafers I heve folt the dsvills power out here yeb I
heve no Tear for I ém confident thab,"He thad 2z fop me 48 gesaber than he
thet 48 sgainet wet, Am ezpeciing +0 sontinue through the winter veaching
Univeraify hoyve 0 vead nglish Bible, Will have about twenty. This
woerk hag besn vomy ¢ The lonsusge seame te be ocxing very slowly
Just uow bub L have : ' :
oughiye "L can do 2id ¥
happy o have letleps o

gl
koA Hhe I

o lgzrn 3t zod dlesrn Bh PO

erernandbh me.f  Would b2 S0

s dant now what They mesll.
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e FOR THE LISSICHARY BROADCASTER

Christmes and New Year.in Japan ' -on-r

Thig year being my Tirst in Japan &-%he have experienced meny new
and interesting customs,but ebdwh the%ﬁ‘é’% been the celebrations
connected with the celebratimg of the New Year. Uf course being new in +this
land I s$ill look at things through the eyes of an ignorant foreigner and am
not able to appreciate the signifigance of all this celebrating as do the
Japanese. It ig a gime of great festivity and holiday, in fact it is not just
one day but lasts over the first five days of the new year. For many days
: \ before the new year comes the people are in preparation for it by decorating
. the streets and cleaning up the houses. :

\s On the firast day of the year the Japanese have a speeial Tood they all
at called Omochi. This.is prepared in many different ways bub the mochi
itgelf is a ecake made ofl'flour and water and toP#E"it was very hard to digesty
Sometimes it is made into a soup and¥ther times tosbed and eaten with Japanee
bean sauce calle§ shoyu. At this time of year thelr are also special decoratbidns
called kmdomated which consist of two little pine trees placed in front of
the main gate of every good Japanese family. Sometimes these are supplemented
with willow branches and rice straw, along with stalks of green bamboo.

In every household unusual preparations are made to telebrate the holidas
in the most joyful manner, and business is supended so far as possible during
this period. Houses are clemned throughly and fhe brooms bound with red and
white strings as a seal against théir use. New costumes are made-a new bright
kimono for every child, Debts are paid-a moral, not a legal obligation but
agustom so strongly rooted that people unable to meet their financial obligatiions

- a% this time have been lmown to commlt sugide.which seems 0 be another

national pastime of the Japanese people during all the year.
R - IEvery where there is evidence of leisure and apparent joy, From the houses
_ comB Fhe mouhd of cheerful conferstaion and gaiety. There is ho day in Japan
_.—--guite like the New Year. I'riendliness is the keynote of the season. All emmby

is forgotten, and foes of yesterday are friends at this time. On New Years g >
= the women remain in the houses while the men go calling on their friends. Uallers ™.

leave cards at-the houses of their friends and acquaintences wishing them "Shin-

nen Omedeto gozaimas"™ So universtal is this custom that ik is impossible to

receive each and every visitor and return his compliments so &t the énterance

to most houses is placed a receptacle for the callers cards. o milliong of
personal and greeting cards are sent thru the mails? “Troserns ave kivo %‘Wd‘“}
Chrisitmas in othar co ntriess, and gifts of merchandise are given,to their

clients and customers(dy tradesmeny The children and eved ETGWR Ups have special
gemes they play at this Time. Iany of the boys fly special kinds of kites and

then the little girls clad in beautiful kimonos play a game called'haguita’
something like badmington only without the net. L%t seems 4o be a time of great
happiness yet underneath one can see that it is only make beliefe and afier

a few days the people will go back o0 stark reakity~ a sinfull nature thet

knows no lasting happingss oubtside of simple belief in Our Iord Jesus Christ.

During this season the shrines are much overcrowded by people wmikhing a
happy New year to the spirits of their ancestors and great men. The hot springs
aréalso a place of great resort a2t this time.

Christmas on the other ha@d is very quiet here and there is not much
rejoicing. This land a & a whole does not recognize our Lord Jesus Christ.
However some of the department stores put up Christmas trees and Sy as in
America t0 cormercialize the day. However here we were very happy in the
Loxd together in fellowship with one anether and most of all with Him, Christmas
f day here is a national holiday but not as Chrisimas but as a mermorial day to

T SEF

the decease Bf the late Fmperor Taisho. Thig of course makes it a day of

mourning instead of a day of gladness in rememberance that unto us a Saviour
; e

was born.

~—————  —
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i K
- b’ Beloved In our Lord Jesus Christ:
— Greetings with Phily 1:3-5
(i Again another year has come and gone
Y . and we .stand on the treshhold of a new one.
s New in all its hope for greater and biggen
&4 things in,and thru and for our Lord Jesus,
This past one hag been a very happy .one for
r me in that God in His gracious ness has sent
) ' me to this the Land of the Rising Sun. It
Zi’: / has seen the enswer to many fervent prayers
:3" = and one has great Teason to rejoice in God,
gt "But Tforgetbing those things which ame behing”

bfﬁmﬁmss forward to tHe great task that Iies before
in His stregnth and power. "For we Tight not asainst flesh
and blood but against principalities and plwars in high
places? Out hore one can feel the terrible ‘entbralling
power of the wicked one and I would live closs o ‘the
Blessed Saviour in the ‘Study of His word and in prayer that
he might mever find opportinity to trip me. . -

Christmas has now past and it was a happy . one in the
Lord and in fellowship with our beloved misgionaries. Howeve:
it was much different thah any I have ever experienced before
Tor it did not seem like Chrigtins probably because’ it was
my first in a heathen land. ilost of. the boats on +the Paeific
have stopped because of the strike on the Pacific Coagt”
S0 ¥e did not have much mail for Christmes time and then
Jepan does not recognize Uhrigtmas as a national holiday but
the same day is recogmized as the lermorial Day for the

=

death of the ldte Zmperor Taisho, The big day here in Japan

15 New Ysans Day when there is great celebrating for it is

S
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eVeryones birthdey. Aceording Lo the Ippanese wey of
counting T will be twenty five tomorrow. When & baby is bod.

1% 18 one year old and then oh the Pirst new Yearrit become
"t’ﬂOI i t
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i weﬂ(- r has now become very ¢0ld and intense, | ‘ Did you ever see amy one on a street car at ho[
Although the tismomemter never gotg below dere here in éu"{”“ ot up and give their seat to a child? ' That is very cammon
Tolgyo the cold is so intense it seems lile bthirty and m?@{‘ %e:r.‘eu:p All %ﬁe c’rl}.ld;en and old people sit dovm while the
forty below at times, This is because of the terrible ig?a?@'frest.mtand ’L'Ihy‘ SsaTab RBeihen 1and o far outstrip a
humidity, that makes the summers so hot and the winters LEE i s a7 How we need

s0 cold. As for this winter I have never Wworn SO many
clothes in all my 1life bhefore. It is sad’to see the wag'
the Japanese heat their houseSwith little charcoal burners
called hibachi that give off more gas than heet. They look
cold most of the timejand then the paper walls dont keep
out very much of the cold. The Wi™en i gomething to

be dreaded. During the winbter many of the poorer people
will probably freeze t0 death. = robably many of jou know
that it has been on my heapt for some time 0 g0 and live
with a Japanese family butthas been thought adviseble by
‘the senior workers on the field for me to wait until the
winter is over. God willing I hope to go early in the
spring... Will you not pray for me in this that I may have
health and stregnth?® S

There are several things that havejdeeply impressed
me here. The respect that the Japanesel have in church
hag been a joy and encouragement to me. They all come 1o

NS ’{g..ﬁ;‘"\, * Chrlstien one in courteousy and politenes
o B9 4 !

these days a revival of Christian love-love Tfor one another.
The children even up to the time they are married are greatly
cared for and petted bub when they are married they come o
see life as it really is-a bare reality. This is one reason
T am very hoppy that God has granted to me the privilege. of
working with £he university students here in Tokyo while
studying the langmage. Iow they are receptive and have not
yet come to theplace of grim existence. 1t has been a great
joy to see the growbh in grace and love that hag taken place
in the lives of some of these students. I have been exceeding:
1y busy with Bible classes this fall and I can say that they
have been very much worth while, and that the blessing of
God has rested upon them. Of course there 1ls much that is
disheartening and @icourageing but are we looking to men or
to God? ‘

Am very sorry that during this Fall my correspondence
has had to be greatly deminished because of the many Bible

church with their hymn books and Bibles wrapped up in X uie elagsses I have had. Ido trust that you will understand

a piece of cloth called a'furoghili® Each one mist have oo hard it is to learn a difficult language and then. teach
his own song book and bring it o thurch every Sunday as i g~Skhose for whom one feels deep responsiblliy and much nesessary
the church does not supply them. Then very quietly after . e=®Sneparation. From many of you I have not heard since coming
entoring the church and finding a soat they bow in silent | V8o thig land &nd I would be very happy if you would write.

prayer to God for the service. During the preaching service
if any reference is made to scripture which usually is

very often they all with one,accord turn in their Bibles

“. o the passage Lo see if it is really so. How I do long
that in the homeland Christidns would search the WORD

daily ag did the Jews in the synagomue zt Berea. Ve
endeavor out here to emphasizme the mecesgity of ‘dependence
upon ‘the ¥ord of God. How we long too that men at home
would put’ their trust in the ILiving and in the lrititen Word.

This land seems to"be a childrens paradige wheiff they
live in the land of make believe., Children amd old people
are the pride of the nation and are great carediffor and
loved. To see fathers camrying children on their backs
in erowed street cars and caring.for them just as a mother
would is very common. Then boys at the age when usually
.. +they hate the sight of girls care very carefully for thel

" younger sisters even carrying them around on heir backs.
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You do mot kmow what it means to beceive your letters and to
be sssured that you ave praying for me who in my self am

so’ weak and helpless, Will you not pray much for me in

the light of IEphesians 6:19? ly greatest desire in life.is
that I might be pleasing in His sight and be His faithful
and humble seérvant always ready to do Hig bidding."Bulb even
the saerifice of my life I count as notling if only T may
perfect iy éarthly cburseigniiBe’feithfull to the duty which
the Lord Jesus hag entrusted to me of hearing witness to

the gospel of CGod's grace" Acts 20:24 Veymouth)

I it &% pleasing in the wight of the Lord I hope

next year to go up ‘to the mounteins ilrere three of our
churches ‘ave located in +the thiclk of Buddism and idoladry

Bt :
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Ther. ‘13 been 1o m:L o:ow._., ii}:r.n the mountains for over ’ |
twenty years when o L.:c'lson was there. I hope to #ake !
with me a young Sliabien tan and study the language theres P
The eityhas so many things to digtract from the study of:
the 'language thet I do' fedl it very necessary. Then T -edud
help with the churchs and ¥jteacheriand I could go to
- neighboring tovms to hold street meetings. Will you not
~ pray much for me in this. It will mean very primitive
condithons and very hard on the health buu if it is God's
r.Lll I will not say"no".

The languege is coming along slowly. It certainly {
ig very difficult because of the many readings that are ‘:
given to the same eharacterss. Thig is not found in the ° |
@hinese ,mesddtss, Then also many of the readings from
China hame crept in which make it more difficult. However
-the charecters are quite interesting and sometimes even
funny. ﬁ“pig under a roof is the character fox house.

A man and #W0 women under a roof make the word unhappiness .
while foP women itogether form the character for noise.
Seems to me the Chines had a lot of bhumor and sense when
they made the characters but now I wish that it were possible
+o- do -awey with them end adopt the Roman letters bub il
geens just now dmpossible.for the authori ties to agree on it

1

Am! praying that Fhis hél yesr will draw each one of
us closer to the Lord Jesus and that we might.learn more
of His love end grace. How one longs for Him to return
perhaps it will be this year~ Oh jomous thought. I ao &
trust that untdl He comes each one 01 us night be used of |
Him in ‘the winning of QI'GC:LOU.S JOU.lS, ca tehing them from "{z B
the burmn{“.‘ B

"Theme ig 8 place where thou.cana's touch the
eyes of blinded men to instant perfect sight. |
There is a pleee where thousconst say "A{.'J.Se_._

to dying captives bound in chains of ercless
There is a phace where thou canst touch the™™ . |
-~ gtore of hoarded gold and free it for the Loxg

There is a place-Upon some didbtant shore
* 7 yhere ‘thou canst send ‘the worker or the no;d

There is a nlace where heavens resistless Dorrer
responsive moves to thine insistent plea,

There is a place = 2 guiet tr;llel.xvhom
There Bod himself descends 'Pights for th
Where is this blessed place? Ah! soul doest th
agk where? It is the .secret place Of prayer.
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Iune 1, 1937,

Beloved in our Lord Jésus :
Greetings with Eph. 1 : 15-16
"Wherefore I also, after 1 heard

of your faith and Love unto all
the saints cease not to give thanks

for you in my prayers’

In my last letter
to you all- you will remember 1
requested your Prayers in my
behalf about my going to live
with a Japanese family.
-God in Hiz wonderfull way opened

the door for me to live with a

Christian Japanese family. It is a

— In front of onc of our churchs —

very humble Japanese home but I
have great reason to rejoice in God’'s wonderfull answer to our prayers,

1 have a little Japanese room right next door to our church and eat with the
family. Their house was too small fo I have a small room alone, For three
months now I have been living in this way and have been very happy
because this is where my heart has been all the time, To live right with the
people and to try and understand them has been my purpose ever since I
came to this land and now I am very glad that the Lord has made it
possible. I sleep on the floor in regular Japanese style, eat Japanese food all
the time and sit on the floor just as good Japanese are supposed to do. The
Lord has granted very good health since I have been out here and I have
much to thank Him for, I even think that I have gained a little weight
since coming here, Possibly it is from eating so much rice for we have it
ot every meal. T mentioned the fact that 1 thought I had gained a little
weight to our pastor and he said, ”You remember the case of Daniel and his
three friends dont you?: As long as he ate the Kings food he was thin bnt

when he ate the pulse he became fat”,



At first I did have a hard time with all Japanesz food. Cold rice did
gorta turn my stomach. Japanese people cook rice without any salt and when
it is cold it tastes like glu. Every morning for breakfast we have bzen soup
called miso-shirna and rice, Now I have gotten so I like it very much, Some-
times I do-have quite a time with fish heads, bugs, locucts, sea weed
and other thing of the kind but they all comz in living with ths people and
in earnesily trying to win them to our Lord and Saviour. As far as I know
there is but one other missionary in all Japan that lives right with the people.
He is a young Southern Baptist missionary down in Kyushu which is the
island south of this one.

Some have written asking just why we do these things and if we really
like it. Since coming here I can ses more than ever the necessity of being
one with the people and in winning their confidence. The Japanese have a
culture much older and much more complex than our own and it is for us to
understand their background before we can fully understand them, It seems
there is no other way to really understand their natures except to live right
with them for when one simply visits them they show but the outside nature
of extreme courtesy which sometimes is very cold and distant. But when one
lives right with them we come to understand that they are much like ourselves
with the same problems and questionsinthe depths of their heartsthat we have,
Above all this God hasigiv.n wonderfull oportunities to speak for His name
that I would never have, otherwise, My Bible classes are well attended now and
many come. here to the house to read and study the precious Word with me.
God in His great mercy has seen fit to bless my small efforts for Him by
granting salvation to' quite a number of those who have come, and what a
joy it has been to me to see their continued growth in grace, Then too in
the matter of the language the living right with the people is the best way one
can get this trying and difficult language. My studies are coming along
nicely now. I am now reading the fifth grammar school reader which to me
is indeed very difficult,

About the likes and dislikes It seems to me that they have nothing to do
with real missionary work at all, God has commanded to Go and we 2o
knowing that He will supply our every need and will give health and stregnth
in answer to the prayer of simple faith, Of course we don’tlike to eat bugs,
sea weed and confinuous riee, to sleep on the floor and to sit on the floor

but that has nothing to do with the case at all. Men in the name of business

will endure anything for the sake of money,and oh how much should we.
for the sake of millions of lost souls in this land who have neverr heard of
God’s wonderfull gift to lost sinners the Lord Jesus and His death upon the
cross of Calvary, Shonld we not be willing to endure anything for the glory
of His precious name ¢ Will you not continue to pray much for me in the
light of Ephesians 6:19 7

God willing this summer I am going to the province of Hida in Gifu
Kén which is in central Japan near the Japan Sea, This is admitted to be
one of the hardest places in all Japan for Christian work. We have three
small churchs there strugging under great diffculties in the midst of instense
Buddhism and Shintoism, I hope to be an encouragement to our Christians
there, also to hold street meetings and give out tracts and then to study. Will
you pray much for me as one endeavors to speak of wonders of His grace,
The people in this part of the country speak another dialect so it will be quite
difficult. I am counting much on your prayers in my behalf:

"Behind the roaring cannon, behind the flashing steel,

The defenders of the Inner Line steady and constant kneel,

Some bent, some gray and erippled, some three score years and ten,

Praying, always praying, for the front line fighting men.”

Since the first of the year the Lord has tested in ways that one has
never been tested and tried before. Some are things that are impossible to
understand at the present time, and though we cannot understand we'll trust
Him any way. Since the first of April postage has been exactly doubled in
this country, That probably will explain to some of you why you haven’t
received word from me as often as you did before, Lately there has also
been placed a very heavy penalty on letters that have postage due. For instance
when a letter has two cents postage due one must pay forty sen which is
about a thousand pereent penalty. That of course makes things quite hard
but we are confident that Qur Father will supply our every need and will
withold no good thing, Since February when we had a change of government
prices have gone up terribly- about fifty percent on most everything,

Probably it will suprise you to know that Buddhist idols are still being
built in this country, and now bigger and more costly than ever before.
One has just bean completed that is over two hundred fest high and cost
hundreds of thousands of yen to build. Thare are also nine more und:r

construction at the present time three of which are bizger than the ona



mentiored above, Forty years ago missionaries us:d “to speak of Japan as
going to be'a Christian nation some duvy. That is far from the thoughts of
‘even the most optomistic today: for ‘it seems the ‘Japanese paople have vary
definetly rejected our Lord and Saviour, Twenty years ago it was said there
were two hundred thousand Christians in Japan. Today that figure seems a
little high and on every hand we hear of the retrenching and decayal of the
Christian church; Things do look bad here but we are not discouraged
because we Know that7He who is for us is greater than he who is azainst us”
With Christian love to you all and waiting to receive a letter from you.

Yonr missionary for Christ in Japan

Acts 20 : 24 Timothy Pie'sch
I.Tim, 4 12 I

When you write it is best to write to our mission headquarters here.
15 Uenohara, Nakano Ku, Tokyo

Enclosed you will find a little Japa .ese tract I have written entitled
/What you must know and believe in order to have Eternal Life”

Please pass it on to a [apanese friend.



156 Uenohara
57 % Nakano Ku
9 % 2 Tokyo, Japan
—  October 1, 1937
Beloved in Christ:
Greetings in His Name “Tis
so sweat to trust in Jesus-Just
to take Him at His Word ”

I am again back in Tokyo
after a very hard and taxing
summer. God has wonderfully
answered your prayers and I
would plead with vou to con-
tinue, to pray that He will
glorify His name even thru me.
To those of you who have
written during the summer and
have received no answer as yet
I humbly beg your pardon for
I have been just too busy to
write and then too it isn’t any
too safe to write much these
days. I am hurrying this cir-
cular letter with a prayer that
it will cause you dear ones at
home to pray more for us out
here in this needy land. Without that strength that comes thru
continual prayer we are like engines without steam.
Oh! PRAY. PRAY. PRAY. James 5:16 Rev. 22:20

The last week in June I took a trip with our Pastor Matsuda of
Tokyo here with whom I live and went out to the islands. I was
greatly impressed by many things on this trip but especially by our
small church in Neejima which is on an island of about five thousand
people. The church is composed almost entirely of young people and
has no pastor hut a Godly Christian man who is the island photo-
grapher and barber is the leader of the work. The people are very
poor there being mostly farmers and fishers. The young men must
go to the fields early in the morning and stay until late at night so
that the meetings there sometimes do not begin until ten or eleven

at night when the farmers have come back. You see they make a
real sacrifice for His sake.




This small church on Neejima has caught a vision of the lost and
dying around them and of the power of the Precious gospel and so
have saved a little money during the last year for the evangelism of
the next island which is about twenty miles away. They invited our
Tokyo pastor here to come out and go with them to the next island
called Kozu. Then our young student pastor Mr. Kisita and a young
man from the local church who is a tailor joined us and we went to
Kozu where there was but one Christian on the whole island. She
was the wife of the grammar school principal and was then at the
point of death with tuberculocis which is so-prevalent out here. We
since have heard that she has passed away. This was the first
time that a missionary had ever gone to the island and never before
had they ever seen a white man. I was very cordially welcomed by
the people. I sang to the children in the grammar school “Jesus
loves me” in English and then in simple Japanese tried to explain
what it meant. They were very happy. Our pastor also spoke to
them explaining fully the way of salvation thru the precious re-
demption that Christ gives to them that believe. We held meetings
on the street also for the children but there were more grown up
people there than children and many heard the gospel in this way.
We have reasons to believe that most all of the two thousand people
on this island heard the gospel during our visit. Will you not pray
that the Holy Spirit will bless and water the seed that has been sown so
that when we return next year God willing we may see the fruit of
our labors there. It was indeed a great joy to me to be allowed in
His grace to be the first white man ever to set foot on that island
and to tell the wonders of His love and mercy. There were many
hardships for the fleas were simply terrible and at the end of a week
there I was a mass of flea bites. Then too the food was very poor
and even our Japanese could hardly stand it. God has wonderfully
answered our prayers in the matter of health to Him be all praise
and honour. During this time the waves were very high and we had
to stay at different places longer than we expected. At one place we
were held up four days by the very rough weather. It gave us time

to be Alone with Him and to seek His face and Favour. Tho it was

trying for we were caused to miss the dedication of our new church
on Oshima.

After returning from the islands about the middle of July, I then
went up to our very needy field of Hida in Gifu Ken. God was very
present during the three weeks that I was there. We held special
meetings in the threz towns in which we have churchs., Many people

would gather on the streets to aear the preaching, but it was im-
possible to got them inside. I studied also quite a little this summer
both while at the islands and then in Hida. I feel I have learned more
this summer than even during the past year in school. It was great
fun and practice being with the Japanese twenty four hours a day.
God did bless our meetings. Each morning for an hour we had
special prayer and Bible study meetings for Christians which were ex-
pecially blessed ones. However because of the present existing con-
ditions in this country opposition began to arise of which is impossible
to write at the present time. Finally we were asked to leave Hida.
I then went to visit our beloved missionaries the Carlsons who were
in a summer resort which is a very beautiful place with a beautiful
lake and many trees. I was there for three weeks with them and
then felt T should return to Hida which I did for four days on my
way back here to Tokyo. I felt the Lord calling me back to the very
place from which I was forced to leave. God blessed this last visit
very much tho we held no special meetings we encouraged the
Christians to go on in faith and in the power of His might. It was
a great joy to pray with a dear old lady who is very sick and at the
point of death with boils. She prayed so beautifully in simple faith
that one could hardly restrain tears. Her faith in God is very deep
and she is trusting in the blood of Christ as the remission for all her
sins. “How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believers ear.”

No doubt you are wondering about the picture on the front of this
letter. It is a picture of worshippers before a shinto shrine. Some
of you may have seen it in the Moody Monthly. T took it while
down in Kyoto about five months ago. During the recent World
Education Conference which was held here in Tokyo this summer all
the delegates at the beginning of the conference went out to the great
Meiji Shrine here in Tokyo. According to the leaders it was but to
pay respects to the great and worthy Emperor who was a real
sovereign and worthy of respect but in the venacular of the everyday
newspapers it said, “ And in the very presence of God this great host
solemnly worshipped.”

I am again living with our beloved Pastor Matsuda, here
in Tokyo. He is a real man of God and a true servant of our
Lord. Some have written asking what we need. We need many
things but most of all that grace that comes alone from Him
which no man can give. That comes from being constantly in the
center of His will and purpose and that is just where I desire to ever
be. I need very much your prayers in my behalf that I may have



strength for the great task that God has set before me. I feel the
Lord very definetly called me to go to a city called Nagoya when I
have finished language study to open new work there. Ever since I
have come to Japan I have asked the Lord to send me to the hardest
place and give me the hardest job and T have looked around while
praying and have seen that place to be Nagoya. All the missionaries
there are greatly discouraged because of the terrible opposition for
Shinto is very strong there. This is the third largest city in Japan
but few missionaries are there and then mostly school teachers. From
there one can branch out into many smaller places. Will you not
pray with me in this vision that I have of the lost in Nagoya? 1
need your prayers and your help in taking the gospel to these needy,
oh so neady people but who so blind to their own need and cannot
see that what they need most of all is Jesus.
Will you pray especially for :—

1. Japan that her heart may be turned toward the true and
living God and seek Him thru His Son our Lord Jesus, at
this time of National Crisis.

2. For me, that I may have His grace while living here in a
Japanese homs and he a blessing to many as I continue my
language study. That my health may continue thru the
cold winter months.

3. For Nagoya that God will in His own time provide the way
for me to go and open a new church there.

4. For my Bible classes that I have here in Tokyo with Uni-
versity boys. That many who come may truly be saved and
tell others of Him.

5. For Hida where we were this summer and for our three
in intense Buddhism and Shintoism.

Now please do not worry about me for I know that T am safe in His
hands no matter what happens and it is my purpose either by life
or by death to honour God. I would so enjoy hearing from some of
you who receive my letters but never write. Your Missionary for
Christ in Japan.

With Christian love, Acts 20:24 Timothy Pietsch



15 Uenohara
Nakano-Ku
w
Tokyo, Japan
May 3, 1938

Beloved in Christ our T.ord :
Grestings in His name.

“NO MAN HAS THE RIGHT
TO HEAR THE GOSPEL
TWICE UNTIL EVERY
CREATURE HAS HHEARD
IT ONCE”»

In the wonderfull goodness
and care of our Lord Jesus it is
just two years ago today that T
landed in  this  land  of

Japan. Since that time there have
e 2y ) been many things to perplex
and hinder yet-He has bzen cver near to comfort and sustain,
¢ NEVER TAILS” Never once have 1 been sorry-that God called
me 10 Japan and I am confident that it was His will. 1t has been no
sacrifice but a real joy and the greatest privilege a person can have to
e in the service of Christ and to be one of I1is Ambassadors, Tis
wonderfull to see the way in which God works out ever detail in a
persons life when we committ it fully into Iis care and in spite of
our weakness2 and failures, He blesses and surely His hand has been
upon us for good.

It is now more than fifteen months that I have lived in complete
Japanese style, eating Japanese food, sleeping on the floor, wearing
Japanes2 clothes and doing all the rest of the things that go with living
with the people and trying to learn the language and customs. Many
things have not been easy BUT GOD has been here and has wonderful -
ly answered prayers, “And when He putteth forth His own sheep He
goeth before them” John 10:4. Personal work I'm finding is the
best way of reaching the people and it has been my joy to lead
some to Christ while I have been here and that is most important of all,
willingly would I lay down my life that some might come to know
Him, whom to know aright is life eternal,
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“But even the sacrifice of my life I count as nothing if only I may
prove faithfull to the duty which the Lord has entrusted me of hearing
witness to the gospel of God’s grace” Acts 20:24 Weymouth,

Since I have been living here in this little Japanese home I have
been in very fine health and the food has seemed to agree with mein
spite of the fact that its been hard to eat some of it at times, Have
gained over twenty poundssince I have been here and am inperfect health,

Even during this cold winter in this paper house He has protected me
and haven’t even had a cold. Am confident that this has been in
answer to the prayers of you faithfull ones at home and I would thank
you for upholding me the least ot His servants before the throne of His
mercy. “Where there is much prayer-there is much power; where there is
little prayer-there is little power; where there is no prayer there is no power.”

The language is still quite a problem and I imagine that it will
always be so and one cannot give up studying. When one studies His
word in a foreign tongue it seems to take on new meaning and many
things we overlook in our own language are noted, During these days
I'm endeavoring to learn Scritpure verses in Japanese knowing that if
I let it go any longer it will be harder, The Japanese language is in
no wise suitable to Christianity and it is indeed very difficult to express
oneself freely in it, Words that are needed to express the true and eternal
God and His love are Iacking, For instance, the word “Kami” which is
used as “God” in no wise conveys that meaning to a Japanese mind
for it might mean a sheet of paper, the hair of your head or any Shinto
idol or spirit. However, God has given wonderfull access in the language
and now am able to preach in it to some extent, Living here in this
way has indeed been a help along that line. In every case it might
not be advisable to live with the Japanese because of health and other
reasons but I was sure God lead me here and He has blessed wonder-
fully while here’

Some have written asking me what mi-sion 1’m working under and
of course T was greetly surprised for I thought surely all my friends
knew that, In wonderfull ways while studying at Moody Bible Institute
the Lord brought m2 into contact with the mission known as the
Scandinavian Alliance Mission, Up till that time I had never heard of it,
But it pleased God to direct me to it and to send me out to this land,
Our mission is a faith mission, which means, we look to Him to supply
all our needs, having no guaranteed salaries but trusting Him who
sends us forth to supply our needs while here thru His faithfull believing
children,

Our mission was begun by a very Godly Swedish Evangelist
named Fredrick Franson, He heard the call of Hudson Taylor for a
thousand missionaries for China and felt God calling him to get a hundred
of them and their support. God in wonderfull ways worked and his labors
were rewarded and not only did he send missionaries to China but here
to Japan, to Mongolia, to India, Africa and finally South America,

In the beginning all were Scandinavian American young people but
now all nationalities and denominations are accepted if they are truly
saved, have a knowledge of His Word and a zeal for the lost, In the
mission now there are about two hundred missionaries but only four here
on our Japan field, To me it has been a great joy to belong to a mission
such as this for I know that God has lend me and that this is His
place for me, Tis great to watch the way in which He supplies our
needs and He never fails, Some have said, “well it must be a rather
hand to mouth existence to live on faith” and we can reply joyfully,
“Yes it is, because its always GOD'S HAND to our mouth”

Early this summer I’'m hoping again to go out to the islands in the
Pacific where I went last year with our Pastor in evangelistic work.
These islands are just over a days journey by ship from Tokyo, You
will probably remember that last year it was my privilege to go to an
island called Cozu where a missionary had never been before and where
the people never before had seen a foreigner, I’'m trusting if it be
pleasing in His sight to go again and would ask your prayers, During
these trying days here in the Orient we trust you will not forget to
uphold us much in prayer and remember that Japan needs missionaries
today as she never needed them before, It is still possible for mission-
aries {0 come out here and surely there must be some young people
at home who love Christ and are not cowards, who are willing to face
a hard task for His sake, During these days we are not entering into
political matters but are simply seeking to do that for which we came
to this land, of preaching Christ and Him crucified. We wonder how
long the door will be open for us to proclaim His love to this land ?
It seems that the church at home has greatly failed our Lord in the
work of this land. How much do you pray for Japan ¢ Cannot much
of the present sitiuation be attributed to the fact that we have failed
Him 7 At this time I would pledge myself anew to Him to do
His will no matter what it may cost, and will look to Him for His
strength and grace. God has put a love in my heart for these people
and gladly will we give our lives that they. may know of Him,

“And T sought for a man among them to make up the hedge,



and stand in the gap hefore me for the land that I should not
destroy it; But I found none” Fz 22:30

And now I’d like to write you of the great joy that Ile has sent to
my life and of the wonderfull leading of God. God willing this coming
September 20th if it be pleasing in His sight Im hoping to be married
to a very fine Christian girl named Helen Dozier who was born out in
this land of missionary parents and is a second generation missionary
Am confident that it is Tlis will and cannot cease to thank IHim for
His leading and guidance, Tis great to trustevery thing into His care
and see the way in which e does exceedinly  abundantly above that
which we ask or think. Having been horn in this land Helen speaks
Japanese very fluently, she is also a very talented musician but most of
all deeply spiritually minded and willing to make any sacrifice that
His name might be magnified. She is now working on the island south
of this one named Kyushu under the Southern Baptist Mission, but
God willing is coming into our mission, This has indeed been a problem
to us but we feel it His will for Helen to come to our mission rather
than my going to hers, We would ask your prayers in our behalf that
in His time and way He will supply the ne:ded support, Phil. 4:19

In a previous letter I wrote you of the leading of the Lord to work
near Nagoya which seems to me to be one of most needy places in
all Japan and very thickly populated. In His time and way we are
hoping to go, tho we do not sez the way open as yet, It will be real
pioneer work for as yet our mission has no work there and we would
work on no mans foundation but go where there are no other mission-
aries and would seek the lost who have never heard of Christ. we
would like to open a new station, will you help us? Will you pray
that He will supply the needs for this. “Pray for me that utterauce
may be given unto me that I may open my mouth boldly to make
know the mystery ol the gospel” Eph, 6:19

“Away in foreign lands they wondered
How their single word had power,
At homa the Christians two or three
Had met to pray an hour”,

It will probably be wise to continue to s:nd letters to our mission
hea-iquarters here in Tokyo which is noted above. Would ke so happy
to hear from some of you who have never written assvring us of your
prayers, and too letters mean much just now,

Love to you all in the Name of Christ onr lLord
Your for Christ in Japan
Timothy Pietsch
“GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD AND PREACH TILIE
GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE” Mark 16:15



SEINAN GAKUIN
Nishi Shin-Machi
Fukuoka, Japan
November 20, 1938
Beloved I'riends in Christ :
Greetings in His Precious Name

“He knows) he loves}? He cares!
nothing this truth can dim. He
gives the very best to those who

leave the choice to him”’

How true and real we have
found the above words to be and
we cannot cease to thank God for
the wonderful way in which He
has lead and guided and answered
all our prayers in a way far above
that which we ever asked or even
thought. Rejoice with us in the
goodness of our God. Truly to let
Him have His way in ones life is
no mistake, even tho at times it
does sezem hard to take His way,
vet in the end tis far better than the plans we had for God to have for
us, or the own selfish desires of the flesh.

*“God always gives a better thing than he takes away: ex-
ceeding joys tomorrow for the tears we shed today immea-
surable treasure for the things we counted loss' yea, an
hundred fold of blessing for the bearing of the cross”

On September twentieth we were married here in Fukuoka in the
little chapel church where Helen has attended since childhood and of
which her father was the first pastor. Helen’s mother and grandmother
returned from furlough in August having spent over a year in America.
It was so good to have them back for the wedding and that is what
we had been waiting for. My folks had hoped to come but found it
impossible at the present time but they hope to come sometime in the
future. Mary Ellen and Edwin Dozier, Helen’s brother and sister were
home on furlough and we were so sorry that they could not be here.
Dr. Ray the oldest missionary of the Southern Baptist Mission in Japan
preformed the ceremony assisted by three Japanese brethren: Pastor
Shimose of the Southern Baptist Mission, Pastor Matsuda of the Scandi-
anavian Alliance Mission and Mr. Hara President of the girls school in
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which Helen has been teaching. ~The wedding was at five thirty in the
evening. The church was very beautifully decorated with the open
Bible massaed around by palms and Japanese flower arrangements. Miss
Alma Graves was the Maid of Honor and Rev. Otto DeCamp of Korea
the bestman. After the ceremony we had a little reception on the lawn

of Helen’s mother’s home. About two hundred of our Japanese and

foreign friends gathered. At that time several little speaches were made
in Japanese and English, one by President Arakawa of the Kyushu Im-
perial University who is a very earnest and active Christian man. Then
by President Mizumachi of Seinan Gakuin the school that Helen’s father

founded and of which he was president until he was called to his’

heavenly reward. Mr. Sasaki, Dean of the Middle School and Pastor

Matsuda of Tokyo also gave little congrautulatory messages. At this

time also Helen was presented with her commission from the Board of
Directors of our mission by Mr. Carlson who came down from Tokyo.
It was indeed a very happy time for us all and thank you so much for
the lovely ways in which you have remembered us, we co appreciate
it very much.

We have put the Lord Jesus Christ first in our lives and in our
home and we want Him always to be the Head. One of our mission-
ary friends gave us a lovely motto that is now in our living roomi
which says in gold letters, “ That in all things He mignt have the pre-
eminence.” This is indeed the desire of our lives from the very begin-
ning that Christ might bz glorified thru us either by life or by death.
“Each for the other, both for the Lord,” has been the motto of my
parents and how God has blessed each one of us who come from that
home. We to desire to live for Him and for each other and in every
way possible glorify His name. We are truly thankful for the joy .He
has given us in being His ambassadors in a foreign land for no greater
privillege is given to the sons of men. We cannot understand why He
should have chosen us the weakest of all His children to be His mes-
sengers to this needy land during these most trying days, but we are
most thankful that He has and in every way endeavor to make Him
known. We realize that the greatest witness for Christ in any land is
a Christian home and we desire that our’s should in every sense of the
word be truly Christian as those from which God has sent us. We are
both so thankful to Him for then Godly influence we have had in our
childhood and during these days together we have often mentioned how
good God has been to us in giving us Loth such godly parents. The
most blessed times we have together are those times alone with Him
our Head. Each morning we have our devotions in Japanese and - in

the evenings we- use English.
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This year, until next June we are here in Fukuoka on the southern
island of Japan called Kyushu. - We are living in the home of Helen’s
brother who is home on furlough this year. Iam continuing my studies
in the language which is indeed very difficult. One of the Imperial
Universities is here in Fukuoka and I'm hoping to take some work there
thru the winter. Will you pray with us that each contact I have in
the University may be used to further His work in this land. Since I
had to study this year anyway we felt after much prayer for His lead-
ing that it was bstter to be here this year than in Tokyo so that Helen
could continue her work for awhile until someone could come out to
take her place. Too, it is very nice to have Mother and Grandmother
next door to us here and we are so thankful that He has lead us here
this year, tho as you know our hearts are out in the country districts
where we long to go to make Christ known. Oh will you not pray'
that we can go as soon as possible for soon it may be too late. We
feél that the country districts of Japan have never heard the gospel of
our Lord and Saviour. Japan is far from evangelised and if ever mis-
sionaries were needed here tis now. Some missions are now with-
drawing their workers from Japan but dot not the present circumstances
in t-e Far East speak loud enough to say that Japan needs Christ and
the only way she is to hear is thru real self sacrificing missionaries
who will go out into the ways and by ways and compel them to come
in.” There are now approximately two hundred thousand Christians in
Japan. This number has remainen constant for the last twenty five
years without any increase. There have been added to the church only
as many as have left of died. Think of this for a moment! v
How would you like to live in the midst of a land where only one
person out of every three hundred and fifty were Christians and love
our Saviour. Surely we cannot say that Japan is evangelized but more
pagan today than she was evea two and a half years ago when we
came to Japan. Oh we plead with you friends to pray that God will
¢end forth laborers into His havest field. We cannot rely upon our own
strength to fight His battles but we must have His, which He provides
to those who ask Him. Oh pray for us th2 weakest of all His children.,
We would like to write you many of our problems these days so that
you might pray very defintely for us but we feel that it would be very
unwise at the present time to do do so. But we plead with yot to
PRAY IN THE SPIRIT. We are looking to Him to supply Helen’s
support and then to supply the nezded funds to open work in Nagoya.
Will you back us as we sesk to storm one of the strong holds of Satan
in this land. Pray for us in the light of Ephesians 6:12—19.
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Surely we believe that there are still young people at home who
could give their lives for the Lord in this needy land. Japan is still
open to the gospel but for how long we do not know. The time is
now ripe for new missionaries to come, why should we allow circum-
stances to hinder us from talking of the most blessed person living.
We need young men especially who have a real love for souls who
are willing if nessary to live with the people and like them and who
are willing to endure any hardship that He might be glorified. If there
are any who read this letter and are interested in the work of this
land we will be so glad to hear from you and we will write you more
of the real need. Also you who are older, we ask you to pray very
much for us, also will you pass this letter on to some young person
with a prayer that the Master of the Vineyard will send forth laborers
into His harvest field. We feel that soon our Lord will come and we
have but a short time left to proclaim the glorious gospel. Until He
comes we must be very busy in His vineyard. First of all we must be
much in prayer for that is the greatest and most important work that
any servant of God can do. Then we must also be personal workers
for when a man truly prays he also is interested in the salvation of
of others and does all he can to win them. Then we can give if we
cannot go but each one must be a witness in some way. It is our
earnest desire to each day be better fishers of men. Will yvou now as
you read this letter bow your head and ask God what is yvour place in
the evangelization of Japan? Will vou help us to reach the unreached?

By the time this letter reaches you it will be the holiday season
again and we do pray that each one f you may have a very joyous
Christmas in the knowledge of a risen living Saviour and a Blessed
New Year with Him each step of the way. We pray that the New
Year might find us each one more like the Lord Jesus than this one
has. Two years ago I sent you Romans 16:26 as a promise and T would
ike to send it this year again. I trust that you will look it up and
mark it as one of His own promises to you. Perhaps this year our
Saviour will come or better still perhaps even before this letter reaches
you. Oh! Lord Jesus Come quickly. Yet until that time keep us
faithful and true to the at any cost.

Because of the high prices now prevailing in Japan we are able to
write only two circulars a vear whereas we wrote four previously.
The price of stamps has exactly doubled so T trust that vou will forgive
hearing from us less often.

Acts 20:24
Yours for Christ in Japan
Helen and Tim Pifsch



Seinan Gakuiﬁ,

Nishi Shin Mz __..

Fukuoka, Japan

June 15, 1939

BELOVED IN CHRIST OUR LORD:

Greetings in His Name with those glad
words in Luke 21:28 : “When ye see
these things come to pass, lift up vour
heads for your REDEMPTION draweth
nigh.”

Surely these are wonderful days
in which we live, and surely every one
of us who love and believe His Word,
“I will come again,” have no reason
to fear defeat but to rejoice, for the
KING cometh. In spite of all the
things that disturb and distress, to
those who are His chosen, they bring
not fear but joyful expectancy, know-
| e 20 ing that ‘these things’ are but the
signs of His coming. In difficulty be discouraged ? No! Rejoice and again
I say rejoice, because He that is for us is greater than he that is against
us. As we look azbout us in this needy land of Japan we find little reason to
rejoice, but when we look UP, He is just the same and ever is a cause of
great rejoicing to those who put their trust in Him.

We are sorry that it has been so long since we wrote our last circular
letter. We do thank you for writing to us. All the letters have indeed been
appreciated. It is so good to hear {rom you, and your letters saying that you
are praving for us do rejoice our hearts. Our work here is not easy and the
results are so small, vet we know that thru prayer and trust in Him we shall
finally win the victory. We do hope that you shall continue much in prayer
for us in the light of Ephesians 6:19.

As we look back over the davs since we last wrote you we are ashamed
of having accomplished so little for our Lord and Saviour and of being such
unworthy missionaries. But we thank God for the way He has taken care of
us and has met our every need. Surely no good thing have we lacked. We
thank vou for the gifts you have sent. We know that you do it “unto Him.”
We feel so unworthy of your trust, but by His grace we shall endeavor to
get the gospel out to those who have never heard. As the Lord has taken
care of us in the past, so we are confident that He will take care of us in the
future. “IT PAYS TO SIMPLY TRUST HIM.”

We thank God for the way He has helped us in the language. Of course
we are far from perfect but still it comes much more freely than it did.

1
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This winter and th{ & spring we have had a fine teacher who teaches us
the Bible, and we hae..,read almost completely through the New Testament,
studying every Chinese character that T did not know how to use. Also we
have endeavored to memorize passages of scripture, and it has been a great

help -t6 us in our work. One day.a week I have been able to attend the
Imperial- University here in the city. During the fall term I took a course in
Japanese history-and now am listening to some lectures on the relationship of
Shintoism-and Christianity. We have felt this a very necessary study at the
Present time, but we have come to the conclusion that there can be no point
of relationship between the gospel of our Lord and Saviour and other reli-
gions,. " For the carnal mind is enmity against God” Rom. 8;7 “And the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God” I Cor. 2;14.” Thus
we believe more than ever that our only task is to preach Christ Crucified,
Buried, Risen, and .Coming again to the exclusion of every other thing. For
the Gospel is. the Power of God unto Salvation'and we rejoice in leaving the
results to Him. We are not here as politicians to change the political situation
but to preach Christ who alone can change the hearts of men.

About three hundred yards from the Campus of the Imperial University
in which I have been studying, is one of the largest bronze statues in all the
world. It is an image of the Buddhist prophet Nichiren. On the front of this
letter is a picture of an old farmer on his knees praying before .this- idol . of
Nichiren. “If our gospel be hid it is hid to those who are lost, in whom
the god of this world has blinded the minds of them that belizve not.” Even
so close to one of the great educational centers of Japan, idol worship can
be seen and it makes one’s heart ache for the countless thousands in this
land who have never heard of Jesus our Lord and Saviour who came to save
sinners. ‘ :

We have letters lately stating surprise in our request for new missionaries
for Japan. Many have had the prevalent idea that Japan is civilized and
therefore does not need missionaries nor the gospel of our Lord Jesus. Noth-
ing could be farther from the truth. Do you realize that at the present time
there are less than six hundred missionaries in the whole of Japan and that
only one tenth of one percent of the Japanese people profess faith in Christ
our Lord? It is estimated that less than one thousand of the eleven thousand
towns and villages of Japan has ever had a gospel witness, and at the present
time only about five hundred have a witness to Christ of any kind. Sorry to

, say more than half of all of Japan’s missionaries are in Tokyo. We realize
that where ever there are lost souls there is a great need but we feel definitely
that the Lord is calling us.to work in the neglected sections, so by His grace
we hope to go into the country, into the highways and byways and compel
them to come in. This kind of work has been greatly neglected in Japan and
we feel that there is where the great need lies. The farmers are suffering the

; most from the present situation. They all have great debts. It is estimated
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that the average debt of every farmer in Japan is about a .and yen or
about three years labor. The young men have been called to the colors and
the women are now having to do most of the work and they are in great
difficulty. We believe now the time is ripe to give out the gospel as widely
as possible. Wiil you help us to reach the more than sixty percent of Japan’s
people who are still unreached with the gospel message? We cannot do it
alone, but by His grace, thru prayer, we are not afraid to tackle the impossi-
ble. We are looking to Him for strength and help and the supply of every
need. We know HE NEVER FAILS.

Will you not pray the Lord of the Harvest that He will send forth laborers
into His Harvest field ? The time is now ripe for new workers, and Japan
has becn neglected so long. Can we continue to allow her to g0 on without
a knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ who can alone solve every problem ?
We believe that there are young people who will read this letter who could
come to Japan as missionaries if they would. May God grant that some may
soon come to re-inforce us in this great and needy fleld. Probably you re-
member that I was the first new missionary in our mission for twenty-three
years, so that our beloved Brother Carlson who has been on the field twenty-
six years is my immediate senior missinary. We thank God for the gracious
three years He has granted us in this land and we have determined by His
grace to give our entire lives to His work in this land. He has put in our
hearts a deep love for these people and ‘we will give anything, even our lives,
that they might come to know Him. We are here for no other reason but to
tell these people of Jesus who loves them. And because of the present situa-
tion we are determined more than ever not to give up, but to continue by
His grace. We would like to tell you of our many problems so that you could
pray for us more intelligently but be believe it would be unwise to do so in
an open letter as this one is, yet we plead with you not to forget that, “HE
ANSWERS PRAYER.”

It has indeed been a great joy and privilege to b= here in Fukuoka “this
year and to co-operate with the Southern Baptists. We have been able to do
so little because our main task has been the study of the language. However
it has been our joy to teach four Bible classes each week and to speak in the
church once in awhile and to help where ever possible. It has been such a
joy to be here with Mother and Grandmother this year and we shall always
look back on it with great happiness. This year Grandmother has passed her
eighty-third birthday and we do thank God for her and for Mother, and the
blessing they have been to us. As we write this letter we recall that it is
just six years since Father went to his heavenly reward. We ask your prayers
that we may be able to follow on in the great work of spreading the gospel
In this land, the greatest work in all the world, to lead others to a personal
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

God willing, this September we are hoping to move out into the country
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districts ne: goya. On returning from our Annual Conference which was
held in Tokyo on March 29th to 31st, I stopped off and looked over the field
near Nagoya. “There is a great door and effectual opened unto us and there
are many adversaries.” At the present time there are only six missionary
families in the whole city of Nagoyva with a population of almost three million,
besides the country districts that have no witness save that of the Roman
Catholics who are gaining a real foothold in Japan of late. As yet we have
not decided exactly to which village we are going but we are looking to Him
to lead and guide us.

We feel that our work in this land is getting harder and harder and that
the door seems to be closing to the work of preaching the true gospel without
fear or favour. A verse that has brought us much comfort is that promise
found in Romans 16:20 : “ AND THE GOD OF PEACE SHALL BRUISE SATAN
UNDER YOUR FEET SHORTLY.”

Many of vou have asked with what mission we are working and we are
delighted to answer, for we believe that it is a mission of God’s own founding
thru His faithful servant Fredrich Franson. The Mission is the Scandinavian
Alliance Mission and if any of you would be interested in reading an interest-
ing biography of one of God’s servants you can secure it from our mission
headquarters at 2839 McLean Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. The name of the
book is “ A burning and shining light.” This book has been a great blessing
to us and to our Japanese friends who have read it. We would be delighted
to hear from you.

Your missionaries for Christ in Japan,
Helen and Tim Pietsch

Acts 20:24 (The motto of our lives)



37 Aoi Cho
Higashi Ku
Nagoya, Japan
December 1, 1939

Dear, dear Friends :

We wish we could write each
one of you a personal letter at this
Christmas time and wish you a
very blessed Christmas and New
Year, but though we write a cir-
cular letter we hope that you do
not think it impersonal, for we
are thinking of each one of you
dear ones as we write. How we
would like to see you and be with
vou at this Christmas time, but
we are so happy here for it is the
place He has sent us, and “ Where
Jesus is, 'tis heaven there.”

Rejoice with us in the gracious
way God has led us safely to
this place after three years of
prayer and pleading for the door
to open. Some of you have been praying with us about coming to
this place and now God has answered our payers, and let us offer
unto Him the sacrifice of thankful hearts. Those of you who have
received our past letters know something of the field here and you can
understand the mingled feeling of joy and responsibility that is ours as
we reflect and see the goodness of the Lord and then look forward
and see the task that lies before us. As far as our mission is concerned
we are pioneers in this district. Though our mission has worked in
Japan almost fifty years and though this is the geographical center of
our field there has never been a missionary here before nor even a
Japanese pastor. In the leading of God we came without any Japanese
helper but we are asking Him because of this to make us more than
ever dependent upon Him.

When we came to Nagoya early in October we did not know a
Single Japanese in the whole city. Now after only two months God
has blessed and we have found that there are sixteen Christians in
this city that come from our churches in other places. Most of them
have come since we came to Nagoya. How we can see the hand of
the Lord in it all and we know that when He putteth forth His sheep

Four generations in Japan
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He goeth before them. On the 20th of November, Pastor Matsumoto
of our church in Ito came down and we had a special meeting and
it was then decided to begin a church here in our home as this is more
central for all than any of the other homes. We decided to have re-
gular services on Sunday night. On Friday nights we have prayer
meeting and Bible study and on Sunday afternoons at one thirty we have
Sunday School. Last Sunday twenty seven boys and girls came and
what a joy it is to tell them of Jesus.

Some of you have heard of our added joy and treasure, our real
sunbeam, who came into our home on June 19th at 6:00 A. M. just as
the sun was rising in the Sunrise Kingdom. Now there are four gene-
rations in our home in Japan. We are grateful for the prayers that
have been offered for her and for us. When she was born, both Sally
Sue and Helen had a bad start but God has answered prayer on their
behalf and now both are well and strong, an added indication to us
to come to this new field of Nagoya. Sally Sue now weighs almost
fifteen pounds and is the picture of health, a happy, sweet little airl and
we cannot cease to thank God for her. She is sweeter every day. You
¢an imagine how proud we are of her and we could write volumes
almost on her cute doings. We have also given her a Japanese name
after our little sister Mercy and we call her Keiko. (A7)

It was a very long move here from Fukuoka but everything arrived
safely and all needs were met for which we thank Him. It was a
trip of over six hundred miles and all our belongings had to be moved
by freight care, and since Fukuoka is on the southern island of Kyushu,
the car had to be taken on a ferry across the Straights. Now we are
here in Nagoya which is about two hundred and fifty miles from To-
kyo where all the rest of our missionaries are located. We have many
opportunities here for Him already; of course there are restrictions but
there is plenty to do and we count it a great privilege to be here.

It was hard to leave Mother and Grandmother and come so far
away from them when we are all in the same land, yet we must be
faithful to Him who has called us. Mother and Grandmother had
moved from Fukuoka to Kokura where the Training School for young
women was to have been built but we have just heard that it is to be
built in Fukuoka so they will have to move back again. Edwin and
Mary Ellen Dozier and little Sarah Ellen came back safely to Japan
this last September and stopped by with us in Nojiri a few days on their
way back to Fukuoka. Edwin has been here to see us once in Nagoya
also. They are all well and we thank God for taking care of them
while they were on furlough.

In our letter of last Christmas some of you will remember that we
mentioned some of the needs for new missionaries in Japan and we
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invited voung people to write to us about work. in this land. Japan
needs the wonderful message of THE ONE TRUE GOD more now than
ever before. JAPAN NEEDS CHRIST. We wish there were more
interest among our friends for the spreading of His Work in this land.
Surely Japan needs evangelizing. Are you interested in the evangelism
of these people? We know some of you are but what about the rest
of you? We are not willing to give up. He has sent us here and has
promised never to leave us nor forsake us. We would like to ask
again, ‘' What are you doing to help in making Christ known in Japan”?
You perhaps have condemned these people, but what have vou done
in helping to point them to Him, THE LIGHT O THE WORLD ?
Have vyou even prayed for this land and its evangelization? We do
with all our hearts appreciate your interest in us but we plead that
vou be prayerfully interested in making Christ known to the millions
in this land for whom He gave His life. Japan is still open; for how
long we do not know, but it seems the door may soon close to those
who will not compromise. We have no great results to report, nor
any startling conversions and that is what makes our work here so
hard, to go on, being tread upon, seeing no results and the Christians
we have weakening, and then we cry, “Lord help us” and His reply
comes, “ My strength is made perfect in weakness,” “be thou faithful
unto death.”

Perhaps some of you are asking, “what kind of work are you
doing for Christ in Nagoya”? We b lieve God has called us to do
country work among the farmers and we try to spend as much time
as we possibly can out in the fields ‘talking to them personally and
giving out tracts. The farmers we find are more willing to listen to
the gospel than any other group in Japan. Coming through the fields
the other day all we could see was old men and women for, the young
men are all off to the war. This kind of work with the farmers is
simply sowing the seed and the results are not seen perhaps for
vears but we believe there shall come a day of harvest. Then too,
we have started a church here in our home. As we do not have any
Japanese helper T am preaching twice each week and it keeps me busy
in preparation because my Japanese is still very limited. Helen has
charge of the Sunday School and the boys and girls seem to be taking
great interest in it. Little Sally Sue is a great help in our work. With
her happy smile and rosy cheeks she interests the boys and girls to
come to Sunday School and we have been able to get into several homes
because of having our little sunbeam.

On the fifteenth of November each vear is the “Seven-Five-Three
Festival ” at which time the parents take the children of that age and
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present them to the gods at the shrines praying for them health and
good luck. The girls dress up in their finest ‘kimono or perhaps get
new ones for the occasion. The boys dress as ancient samurai or as
modern army generals or navy admirals. Here in Nagoya is one of
the biggest shrines in the whole country called Atsuta where one of the
Imperial Regalia, an ancient sword, is enshrined and worshipped by the
people. About sixty miles from here is Ise which is the seat of Shinto-
ism and where the sun-goddess is enshrined. You might be interested
to know that right at our back door is a shrine where candles are kept
burning all the time in memory of the dead. In all the homes around
about us are god-shelves where the boys and girls, fathers and mothers
bow every morning. It is from homes like these that the boys and
girls come to our Sunday School.

Perhaps before this letter reaches some of you Christmas will® be
past and the New Year begun. We pray for you God’s richest blessing
during the Christmas time when we remember again God’s UNSPEAK-
ABLE GIFT, the Lord Jesus Christ. We hope that the New Year will
ba a Dblessed one for each of us and that this coming vear we may
grow more like Christ than we have this past one. Perhaps our Lord
will return in 1940 ? Oh what a joy it will be to see Him and to be
like Him. Perhaps there are some who may read this letter who would
not go with Him when He comes. Are you sure you will go with
Him ? If not, right now won't you accept Him, God’s gift of- Eternal
Life ?

Some of you perhaps have been troubled by our many addresses
since we have been in Japan and now we hope, at least for awhile,
we are settled, and if you write to us at the above address it will
reach us safely. Though we are a long way from our loved ones out
here in a land that is at war we are very very happy in spite of all
the difficulties because we are confident God has sent us here and we
count it all joy to be His witnesses.

In closing we plead with you to pray for us in our new work for
Christ.With our own talents we can do absolutely nothing but BY HIS
SPIRIT we can and will magnify Christ our Lord and Saviour. Please
pray for our work with the farmers, for the meetings here in our home
that God will help us more and more with the language that we may
Jlead many in this place to a knowledge of Christ. With love to you
each one, and we would love to hear from you.

Your missionaries for Christ in Japan

Helen, Sally Sue and Tim Pietsch

11 Tim. 4:5 Qur verse for 1940
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