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Base Commander’s Welcome

In behalf of everyone at ltazuke, | wish to wel-
come yau to ltazuke Air Base...key to Southern Japan's
Air Defense, and the first Far East home of the F-100.
Qur location on the lsland of Kyushu has alse dubbed
tozuke as the Alr Crossroads of the Far East, and the
Florida of Jupan. At ltozuke we have the metropo-
litan nearness of Fukuoka, Japan's sixth largest city, vyet
suburban solitude of quiet country-side...offering o simi-

litude of American style living in an Oriental setting.

We are alsa proed in having some of the Ajr

Force’s nicest people and a geod neighbor relations with

Col. Frederick M. O'MNeill

the lapanese which is no occident, but the effort of our

“Southern Hespitality”. It's in this spirit we welcome you

to ltazuke and hope this booklet will help make your

stay a most pleasureable and profitable one.
aincerely,

':3""‘0---.&‘ e, O hailh
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In late 1944, the construction of Itazuke Air Base was
completed on the site of Mushireda Base, a former lapa-
nese Army Air Force installation. The base, built on rice
paddy land, housed the &th Fighter wing of the Jopanese
Alr Force equipped with 30 single fighters and o few twin
engine reconnaissance planes,

In April 1945 the Tachiorai Air Strip at Kurume,
about 20 miles south of ltazuke, was struck by American
B-29's. The Japanese moved their bombers from Tachiargi
to [tazuke os a bose of operations until the [
very lost doys of the war when ltazuke was
destroyed by American B-29 bombers.

The first Americans te arrive at Itazuke
were under the command of Col. McBride of the Army
Engineers. When these occcupational forces took over in
October of 1945 there was only one hangar on the base

and o smoll portion of the Annex in existence.

In March 1949 the B8th Fighter Bomber Wing re-

placed the first Air Force occupation unit at [tazuke, the

Ita zuke's

315th Composite Wing. The &th remained at Itazuke until
25 June, 1950, the start of the Korean conflict.

When the B8th Fighter Bomber Wing was tronsferred
te Koreo, the Bth Air Bose Group took over the opera-
tion of the base and bscams the 4140th Air Base Wing
in December 1950, Throughout 1951 and 1952, the 4140t
supplied logistical support for bases in Korea and local
cred.

: In March of 1952, the 527th AC & W
} Group wos deactivated at Itazuke and in ifs
plece the 43rd Air Division was formed with

leO ry headquarters located at hazuke.

During the next two years an immense construckion
program started which saw the completion of a new mess
hall, BOQ's, and Airmen billets.

On October 1954, the 8th Fighter Bomber Wing re-
sumed command of tazuke until Febuvary 1, 1957, when
the Bth Air Bose Group again took over the housekeep-
ing chores of the base.
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Post-war Japan has seen many changes fram
its earlier centuries of customs, particularly
in government: Todoy's Jupanese Diet {lower
house) of 457 members and House of Coun-
cillors (upper house) with 250 members are
elected by popular vote. A Prime Minister,
in place of the Empercr, heads the govern-
ment. Japanese courts are mere western-*
ized, large land owners hove been broken
up, and Jopanese women are enjoying em-
ancipation from servant status.

Some oddities of custom noticeable to new-
ly arrived Americans are: answering nega-
tive questions with a “yes”. For exompls,
"wou have no bananas?” “Yes, we have no
bananas.” Seme Japanese cover their mouth
with a mask in the belief that it will pro-
tect them from respirafory diseases. Japanese
many times smile when in deep sarrow. This
is to hide their true feelings.

Tep—lopenese Buddho, Bottom—Religious Shrine ceremony



Japanese meothers carry their babies on their
backs and often nurse them in public. No one que-
stions its propriety. Joponese women generally
walk leiserely becauvse their men folk consider
fast walking unbecoming This custom is irritat-
ing toa busy pedestrian or motorist, wha in time,
learns a Jopanese custom  himself—patience.
This patience is often tried when boarding a bus.
fou are often pushed by people who cre most
gracious and polite should you enter their home,
Again, it is hard tounderstand Japanese etiquette.

Phatos —Joponese guests visting the bose an Armed Forces Day

When a Japanese moves to a new houss,
it is considered very impolite if he fails te call
on his nearest neighbars with a card and small

present. The neighbors, however, do not refurn
the call.

In Japan it is definitely not ladies before
gentlemen as the wives still tag along a re-
spectful number of poces behind their hushands,

The languaoge is gestulated with the head

in short, punctuating nods, unlike the French
who use their hands.
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The housing problem in Japan is more acute
than at bases in the states because of a lower
economy and denser population. While the
quality of Japonese construction is not quite
what Americans are used to, adequate hous-
ing can be found. The size of YOUr quarters
will depend upon two factors: availability and
size of family. Housing is divided into the
following types. BASE HOUSING—Iltazuke has
380 units with 2,21/2, 3,3 1/2, and 4 bed-
raoms. A new commodity credit housing pra-
ject is now under way at Area £1 with its
200 new units ready for occupany in 1958,

Artizt's sketch of Mew Commodily credil an_lms

Housing In Japan...

Ancther 346 on base houses are located at nearby Brady Air Base for Itazu-
ke personnel. OFF BASE PRIVATE RENTALS—There are 811 such houses pre-
sently at ltazuke. Furniture storage space is limited end sterage is af your
won risk, You will no doubt need furniture of you rown whether you bring
it with you or buy it fromthe base Thrift Shop or somecne returning back
to the states, Basic furniture is provided with your on base house.

-— Typical off base dwelling



Most of ltazuke off base rentals are
a short 13-15 minute drive to either the
Air Base or Area Z1. Buses moke re-
gularly scheduled runs to both bases but
private automebiles are authorized and
recommended. Off base rentals are usual-
ly surrounded by Japanese houses and
rice paddies. Play areas for children are
non-existent or limited in fhese areas.
Sewage is restricted fo septic tanks.
Maost  electrical applionces operate well
on local eleciricity. A few work better
with a transformer, available here at
lower cost.

Part of your tour at ltazuke will be spent living off base. Present con-
ditions necessitate @ 20-menth wait prior to moving on base. You will find
quaint neighborliness despite certain inconveniences associated with statesid
living, all of which present o creative challenge to your own ingenuity. Most
private rentals meosure 500 sq. f. or more in area and rent from $70 ta
$95 a month unfurnished. These house must be opproved to meet American
standards by the Base Housing Board before occupancy. Telephones are few
because of high installation cost ($250) heating is mestly by kerosene space  *
heaters (most economical); cocking by propane gas or electricity {most pra-
ctical). Off base residents are entitled to draw furniture only when the sup-
ply exceeds the demand on base...and then cnly for 120 days. The ltazu-
ke climate is humid and damp and sidewalks are rare so in bringing furni-
ture and rugs anticipate more than normal wear.




Discretion and commoen senss in selecting foods and
restfaurants in Jlapon is nacessary. Becoause chemical fer-
tilizer is not used and sanitatoion standards are not
too high cooking all locally preduced foods is a “must™.
There is an abundance of fresh produce grownon the
base farms and avaoilable for sedasonal purchase af
the commissary making purchase from lapanese markets
unnecessary. If you do choose to buy from the Japanese
care should be token in

market, special preparotion

and cooking of such food.
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Japanese Food

The lapanese health authorities have graded most
restautrants, and those displaying an A" in their windew
are  the best choice in meeting sanitary standards. Mo
one in Japan should miss the delicious sukiyaki dinner
prepared right at your table. These, and and other nation-
al dishes such as “Tempura” are safe to eat in the better
restaurants, The quality of Japonese dairy products is very
poor, but eggs and fish, if strictly fresh, meet our standards.
A rule of thumbis that Japoanese food served on trains,
planes, and top-grade hotels can be eaten with little or
no worry. The beverage most generally served ot Japa-
nese resiaurants is green teq. Coffee, while expensive, is
vsually available. Both are safer to drink than tap water.
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Driving In Japan

You may bring your vehicle to Jopan duty free, but like housshold goods,
you can expect o delay of 6-8 weecks for its arrival. Upon its arrival the car
must be taken to the Fukuoka Laond Transportation Office for inspection and Japa-
nese license plates. To pass this inspection privately owned cars must be equip-
ped with flashing-light turn indicators. Your car must also be registerad with the
Base Pass and Registration Section within 5 days after arrival. Dapendents
should bring with them a valid stateside driver’s license in order to obtfain a
Jopanese driver’s permit. Driving in Japan is en the left side of the road and
normally tokes but a short time to adjust to it. Speed limits in Japan are 35
mph. during daylight hours and 30 mph. at night cnd lesser speeds in posted
areas. Speed limits are strictly enforced and viclations may result in loss of
driving privileges. Gasoline in Japan is about 70 octane (somewhat higher at
base service stations) and service and repairs can be obtained on the lapa-
nese market as well as on the base. Sdale of privately cwned vehicles ta the
Jupanese is authorized only when the model is twe years or alder and has been
registered in Jaopan for a peried of of least one year. A persen can not sell
o duty free imported car if he has sold another car within a 3-year period.
The one car-per-three.year sale limitation mzans one car per family, not one
car for each member of the family.

1
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ltazuke Dependents Assistance

A tailor-made friend is awaiting your ar-
rival ot ltozuke...a velunteer of the Depen-
dent's Assistance Program. From the Welcom-

ing Committee at the train or plane, to finally
getting you settled, DAP functions as o friend
when o friend is needed most. Spotfters keep
in touch with your port arrival, your sponsor,
and vital data of your immediate needs upen
arriving at ltazuke. Transpartation is arranged,

guest heuse quarters are mode available, and
Interior of the Guest Heousa

a breakfast kit including coffee, cereal, eggs
and milk for the next merning's breakfast is
provided. A DAP Center is maintained by a
valunteer staff to answer and act upen calls

of newly arrived personnel in regard to pro-
blems facing o new family in o foreign land,
DAP's aim is te make a lasting impression of
your first impression of fazuke—one you will

want to pass on to other new arrivals.

-y . +— Hose Gorage has Besn expondad




You are advised to bring items that you wil|
enjoy and will add to your comfort such as: heating stove,
kerosene or butane cooking stove, refrigerator, electric
roaster, washing machine, deep freezre, sewing machine,
clothes dryer (however, the base laundry supplies a drying
service very reasonably), bed and bed linen, vacuum
cleaner, ftoaster, waffie iron, mixmaster,” iron, cocking
record

utensils, lamps, draperies, fans, rugs, linoleum,

Your clothing needs will be met by shopping in the
ready-to-wear department in the Base Exchange and

by local dressmokers. Dressmaking and talloring are

considerably cheaper here than in the states and there
is a wide choice of fabrics available. If you have o
fur cost you will be able to wear it here, and cold
in the If you are diffi-

storage is available summer.
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What To Bring...

player and records, television, pictures and bric-a-
brac, living room furniture, chests of drawers, baby
bed, play pen, crib, electric blankets, dishes, silver
and table
asonable prices in the BX, should you decide against
Don't
heirlooms and other prize family possessions which are

linen.  Furniture is also available at re-

shipping your stoteside furniture. bring your

breakable and face hazards of shipping.

cult to fit you may find it o problem to get shoes
in your correct size. In any case, if is advisable to
keep an occount in a stateside store which can supply
you. Children's clothing is available in the Base Ex-
change, but not all sizes at all times, It is wise to have
a good supply of essentials such aos snow suits, over-
shoes, rubbers, underwear, blue jeans and play clothes.



Shopper'’s

In Fukuoka there are large depart-
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ment stores replete with modern window
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displays and escalators. These Japanese

versions of Macy's and Gimbel's have
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English-speaking interprefers available

and offer many afterncons of shopping

pleasure for American bargain hunters.

On the Ginzas (a street full of small
shops spilling their wares out on to the
sidawalks) the shopper is afforded an
Criental backdrop of china shops, shoe
shops, hardware stores and myrieds of
specialty shops where bargaining and
haggling of price is the custom.

Japan does not mass-produce as we
doa at home; therefore, if you find an
antiquish article that catches your eye...
buy it, because it is not likely you will
find a duplicate.

s—Top=Doimare Dept. Stare. Boltom—loponese Ginza,



Guide
A modern Bose Exchange, completed
in 1956, houses a wide wvariety of in-

fants', children's, and adult wear plus
cameras, vard goods, drugs, cosmetics,

china, record players and thousands of
sundry stofeside items. A favorite feature
here iz the mail erder department.

A newly enlarged Japonese-run con-
cession at Area £1 features o complete
selection of silver, ching, brassware, fish-
ing equipment, furs, millinery, Hokaia
dalls, camero equipment, jewelry, rattan
furniture, and custom made shoess, plus
shoe, watch and radic repair,

The Base Commissary offers a variety
of canned and frozen goods, poultry, fresh
fruits and vegetables, and o well-stocked
self-and service meat department. Regular
bus service is an odded feature to make
vour shopping more conveient.

BX ond Commissary are uvp-fo-dale jn services
ond merchandise =
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Schools and Education

Children attending school at ltazuke are fortunate in having an
able faculty and varied activities to provide them with a well-round-
ed curriculum. Teachers on leave of absence from schools in the states
fully meet the standaords of occrediting cssociations in the United
States and those set up by the Department of the Air Force. The
grades run from kindergarten through high school. The high school is
keyed to the United States college preparatery curriculum, and is
accredited by educational associations in the states.

In addition to regular school activities, there is an inter-cultural pro-
gram now in effect which gives American students o chance to exchange
views and customs with their Jupanese counterparts. Field frips include
visits to Japanese schools, factories, shops ond other places where the
sfudents may observe the Jaopanese woy of life and learn about the
country in which they are living. In exchange, Jopanese students visif
the Dependent School ond trade views and opinions with the American
students. The school has a varied and extensive library and other
facilities which help the students continue their education in o normal
manner while they are overseas. School buses are provided to trans-
port children to and fram schoal.

The Educotion Center offers USAFl study courses to military
persennel which provides them an opportunity to complete elementary
school, high school, or to earn college credits. There is also a course
in introductory Japanese for military and dependent personnel offer-
ed each term. The University of Maryland closses conducted on the
base make it possible to earn college credits while serving overseas.
Persennel with teoching experience are invited to apply for work as
part-time instructors with USAFl and University of Maryland courses.

18



Religeous Service and Chapels

The churches of Itazuke extend a warm welcome to all newcomers.
An interesting ond varied program is offered in addition fo the regular
worship serviees for those of Protestant, Catholic and Jewish faith. Sunday
school and o yearly Summer Vaeation Bible Schaal provides learning and
recreation for the children. The chaplains are avaoilable for performing

such special ministrations as marriages, private counsel and hospital visits,

There are also several denominationzl missions in Japan  whose services

are available te our personnal.

PROTESTAMNT

General Warship Sarvices
Morning Warship 0945 & 1100
(Communion first Sunday each

maonth)
Evening Waorship 1900
Denominational Worship Services
Latter Doy Saints 1115
Church of Christ 1500
Episcopal 1400
Christian Science 1800
Lutheran 2015

CATHOLIC
Sunday Masses 0830 & 1230
Daily Mass 1210
(Saturday 0830)
Confessions Seturday, 1030-1100,

1915-2015, and before all
mosses.

Devetions, Resary and Benedictian,
Monday and Saturday, 1900

Caofechism In Dependent School,
and grade school

1%




Community Life

In Full Dimension .
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Itazuke's radio
announcaed i
brodeast

ﬂ'cntb,
political and clccl:nﬂ naws

as . major

nour by
5 making

and speeches  from the
President covering timely
news happenings.

Thaza chanpes mark
a new change te the FEN

21

can now be heard 24 hours & day
The local
s day and . night signal strong

Itazuke station wrill

program  format designed
tir keep Ttazuke listeners
more informed an world
events and their listening
fare more cnjovahle.

g
FAR EAST NETWORK NOW
BEAMS ‘ROUND-THE-CLOCK’

Fopular stateside programs and must
with newscasts every lour on the
Lo 1,000
enough to be heard all the way to Kores

Base Paper Jumps
To Ten Pages Weekly

The Itazuke Sonicle recently increased its for

mat o ben
of coverage

£ ing local readers o wider depth
cluding & woman's page. & teen- 13{-

page and more space for local new stories of baseow

interest,

The newly named  pa-
as upped its atafl wd-
photographer and
gtall reportors,

Another popular  fea-
ture of the Sonicle is the
initiation of its new homeo
delivery service. It'e he-
laved to be the ficzt time
such big city scevice has
bean pail ante actuwn iy b
I:._n' NEWsRIper it the
Far East,

Mow its 4,000 readers
at borh lazuke and Brady
Arr Bazes will be ahle o
read the weekly base pa-
per Saturday marniang with
their coffee.

A four page colored
comic supplement  has
alze been glated to appear
ance o month in the Soni-
l“ "This should give our

caders o vast wva
n~.|.|.1|'l|, pleasure,’
the Editor,

'FI1|s min keep'ng with
the Sonicle’s poliar to i‘>E
nns of the maost outslard-
Lng rewapapers in the Far
HH L1

With the jump toa ten
E-::.ﬂ paper, the Tazuke

nicle become one of the
largest  baze papers in
Japan, it was pointed out,

THE SOMICLE'S STAFF



On Base Entertainment

At ltazuke we have double fun becouse we have double clubs.
Because of the divided base there are two Officers’ Clubs, two NCO
Clubs, two Airmen's Clubs, two Service Clubs and two theaters. Dancing,
bings, bridge, floor shows and weekly buffets are some of the many en-
terfainmant highlights at the clubs. The Service Clubs feafure weekly
tournaments in shuffleboord, ping pong, pinochle and pool, regularly
scheduled sight-sesing tours, and nightly entertainment. Variety is truly
the spice of ltazuke's social life.

| - Clubs form nuelesus of lfozuke enterfainment

The newly remadeled Kasuga Theater
on Area H1 offers the movie-goer plush
gir-conditioned comfort and wide-screen
viewing capacity for over 800 people,
Many of Hollywood's latest releases are
featured twice nightly plus Saturday mati-
nees. The air- onditioned Barrineau Thea-
ter on the Main Base bills a daily matinee
and three runs nightly. Thus ltazuke movie
fans have their choice of two on base
cinemas.

=  Nawly ramodaled theater of lfozvke




Americans can enjoy the famous hot
baths which are featured ot several near-
by Jopanese inns and hotels. Many of these
healthful baths are enclosed in unique
and beautiful Japanese garden settings.
Sukiyaki dinner parties at these hotels are
also o popular attraction, Besaches in g
pancrama of leaning pines and distant
mouniains are within elese driving distance
and provide excellent swimming facilifies.
Many entertaining daylight and evening
hours can be spent in and around metro-
pelitan Fukueka.

Off Base Entertainment

Social life at ltazuke is not restricted to the base. In downtewn
Fukuvoka there are several theoters, comporable in modern design and
comfort to some of our stateside theoters, which fegture recent American
films. Concerfs given by world-famous orchestras and singers may be seen
at the Sports Center and Denki Hall. lce skating during the winter months
and roller skating in the summer moy also be enjoyed at the Sporfs
Center. Buseball enthusiosts look forward each year ta the appearance of
o stateside major league baseball team at the Fukucka baseball park.

Lefft—Sport Canfer in Fukucke Below—PFPicturasque Hot Bath in Fulswkeichi




“All work and no play” is not the arder
of the day ot ltazuke, An exponded base
recreation program hos  provided person-

nel with exira baseball diamonds, o new

skating, rink, a new bowling alley, a new

indoar rifle range, a new handball court,

and many improvements fo aleready exist-

ing facilities.

Two nearby golf courses enable the

service family plenty of putting around

ocutdoors. A large swimming pool and many

close-by beaches pravide ample cpportunity

for aguatic activity including wafer skiing

and skin diving.




Inter-bhase athletic competition is sfrong-

ly supported at ltozuke by participant

and fan alike. The local Green Wave

team boasts many league victories in

varied sports of all kinds.

For fun and relaxation.. ltazuke offers

a playground for almost any age group.

A good sport is a good worker, therefore,

sport are definitely not de-emphasized

at tazuvke,



Youth Activities

Itazuke has o wide and varied youth

activity program.  Boy Scouts, Girl
Seouts and Cub Scouts all meet regu-
lary wader the leadership of volunteer
workers. The older scouts usually go to
a  supervised summer camp and  fre-
guently the site is Mount Fujiyama

near Tokyo.

The teenagers have their own club

with o snack bar which is operated by

the Base Exchange. Dances, picnics and

Local teen-ogaers enjoy hawing their own snock bor

parties every week ore among the many octivities in a A wvery successful Summer Activity program for children
program that mokes for o busy sccial life for the tazuke of all ages is staged every summer. The Youth Fellowship
teenagers. which is sponsored by the Chapel has a good program of

activities which appeal to the young people. The Baose Hob-
by Shop, model plane fizld, model automobile race track,
and the tennis and hall courts are other facilities which are

Another popular teenoge activity is participatian in
their own radio program, “Teenagers on Paorade”, cne
hour each week. The show, written, produced and announc-
ed by the teen: originates in the ltezuke studic of FEM
and is aired all over Japan.

available. Little League baseball teams for boys from B to
12 are sponsored each spring. Whatever his or her interast,
the Itazuke vyouth finds life here o hoppy and interesting cne.

26



" Bass Haospital

The Chase Maonhatten Bank of Mew York City has «
branch office ot ltazuke to handle checking and savings

accounts of permanent and fransient persannel,

Twe Post Offices are lecated on the base, and the Con-
cessior, for a slight charge, provides o “packaging for mail”

service.

Overseos telephene and telegraph service is available

daily except Monday. Rates for overseas calls are $4.00

27

ltazuke Facilities

ftazuke, like other Air Bases, has many facili-
ties to aid and assist the well-being of ifs per-
sonnel. These focilities are geared to the com-
munity needs of Americans in day to day living
er in time of emergency.

On the bose are located the American  Red
Cross, the Air Force Aid Society, and other locally
erganized groups offering personal and family
assistance.

per minute on week doys and $3.00 per minute an Sundays
Telegrams can be sent for 120 Yen Per word (33¢).

The base hospital presently has &5 beds in operation
with another 35 beds slated to be ready in September 1957,
The hospital staff includes fourteen physicians, thirteen dentists,
and seventeen nurses. Weekly aero-medical evecuotion flights
can take patients to larger and better equipped hospitals in

the Tokyo area if necessary.
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[$ 0019 Cost of Living at ltazuke
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0021 The cast of living at ltazuke is pleasantly lewer in many respects than

Gasoline is 15¢ a gallen, food is approximately 20%4 to 30% cheoper than it is in stat-

side markets. For example, top sirlein steak is about 702 a pound compared to $1.35 a

pound in the states. Dry cleaning is considerably lower...a woman’s weol coat may be cleaned

and pressed for 80F, o suit cleaned and pressed for 75¢ and @ man's shirt loundered for

in the states. |

|

ﬁg 00.18 20¢. '

[® 0017

{ 00 I? Rent is slightly higher than stateside rents when including the cost of utilities such as

| . electricity, cocking and heafing fuel. Rent, alone, is lower but utilities are higher than in the

jj ESI.}' states. For heating ond cocking the exerbitant cost out-weighs the convenience and de-
pendabilty, Electric rates are not like the American system. The rate is 10 yen(3¢) per KWH,

and the rate per KWH increases with the amsount of electricity used.

] 16 The salaries for maids are within olmest everyone's reach. The average wage of house-
maids at ltazuke is aobout 8,000 ven or $22 a month, They may be paid more cr less, ac-
cording to the hours worked and special talents such as cocking and sewing.
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Downtown Fukuvoko is an interesting spectacle doy or night

Glimpse of Fukuoka

Fukuoka, the
minute drive from ltazuke. The island of Kyushu is the south-
ernmost island of Japan and

metropaolitan  hub  of Kyushy, is a  20-

is known as a tourists' para-
dise, drawing visiters not only from within the country but
" the Orient. Fukuoka, sometimes called Hakata, is about an
flight

politics, economics,

18-hour ride by train and a three ond o half hour

fram Tokyo. It is the island’'s center of

29

culture and communication, and abounds, in  historical and
romantic sites. The first Hokata doll was made in Fukuoka
in 1594 ond the tiny factory where these famous dolls are
made is an interesting place to visit today. Dazaify, a 10-
minute drive from Area #1, is one of Japan's mo t picturesque
thousands come each spring

shrines, where

to view the
plum blossoms.



Tourist

Dozoifu Shine
Chori Park
Hakata Doil Factory

Heiwa-dai Stadium




Attractions

Brady Beach
Futsukaichi Spa
Higashi Park

Shikanashima Agquarium

This brochure is prepared by the Office of Infoma-

tion Services. Cover Design ond layout by C.A. Holver-
son. Photos by Calder, Dewling ond Mooney. Artwork:
Paraschos and Hireshi. Copy by Mrs. G.A. Brenner and
DAP Publications Committee.  Printed by Kaneke Frinting
Co., Fukucka,
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