Figurer. figures, figuras Orne often wonders why the Wing Comptroller sachicn
dlencte swth mmphasic on Biairss. LY, Cal, Albadt H. Dutton. 27tk Wing Comptroller,
Int wesk came up with some vary intesasting fach, collectozl from the many fiqures
eaitrpibed] By his saction these past six monthe

Cn & 24-hour day, for every day of operation in the United Nations' wer agains
communii} pgorassion in Kores, Fram Decamber 7, 1950 through May 14, 1951, when
fha 27tk Fighter-Evcort Group flew iy 10,000th atfective sortie. the Thandmriets had:

|, Avergged 3.25 Thundorjets every heur of avery day over aanmy-hald territery
2. Fited ane round of S0-caliber ammunitian for svery meond of evary day.
3, Averaged 7.3 combat haurs fior avery haur of svary day,

4. Droppnd 8 fon of ssplosives for every 45 minutes of avary hour of eiery day.

The 27th FighlerEscort Group plloti hove bsen credited with casunlties equivalent
o two Chiness Divierana,

[ the tamperatusor of the total nbpalm expendiMirsy wers concentrated info a
tingle. mos fire it would total s heat of 113,280,000% Fahranheit

Those are facty, not fiction, based on elass P |
Sechian, 274k FighterEseort Wing, lassifiod files of the Wing Comptrallsr's







The first Thunderjets arrived in Japan on MNovember 30 at Yokasuka, They were
unloadea by the Fighter-Group crew members and the 27¢h's 4015th Organizational
Maintenance Squadren personnel. The planes were moved from Yokasuka to Kizu.
razu AFB, Japan to be readied for combat.

The 27th was attached to the famed Eifth Air Force for operations upon arrival
in the Far East. Fifth Air Farce, on December 1, ruled that the Wing would be
divided into two sections — an advanced echelon to operate from Korea, and a
rear echelon to mainfain the aircraft and administration in Japan,

These same orders designated the Korsan phase of operations to be conducted
from an airstrip at Taequ, Korea, necessifating a redeployment of personnel from
Kimpo, Calonel Packard decided o remain with the advanced echelon, which con-
sisted of the 27th Fighter-Escort Group and & minimum of support personnel, Calanel
Raymond F. Rudell, the deputy Wing Commander, was to take charge of the rear
echelon. ;




Rear echelon troops were moved from the staging area at Yokota AFE to ltazuke
AFB, Japan, and immediate maintenance operations were begun.

On December 5, Colonel Donald J. M. Blakesles, then commanding the Fighter
Group, led the first flight of Thunderjets from Itazuke AFB to Taegu. The nest day,
the Thunderjet pilots flew an indoctrination flight with fighter pilots of the 49th
Fighter-Bomber Wing, also at Tasgu at the time,

On Pearl Harbor Day — December 7 — the first Thunderiet operations began,
A tlight of four Thunderjets, led by Colonel Blakeslee, flew armed reconnaissance

over enemy territory in the Chinnampo area on the west coast of Korea. P

Picking targets of cppartunity, the flight dropped 32 S-inch rockets and expendec
7200 rounds of 50-caliber ammunition strafing enemy positions, knocking out several
snemy locomotives, a railroad marshalling vard, sinking a locaded barge in the vital
shipping area near Chinnampo, and setting fire to' three enemy-held villages.

Cther pilots on the first flight included Major [now Lt. Col) John W, Lafks, Captain
Charles E. MeWhirk [missing in action since Jan. 2), and lst L4, Carlas O, Beasley.




In less than 30 days from the initial alert, the 27th Fighter-Escort Wing was in
action — a proof of the effectiveness of combat readiness emphasis strassed these
many months by Strategic Air Command,

In late January, after nearly two months of aperations, Fifth Air Force maoved the
Thunderjets from Taegu fo ltazuke, where the rear echelon mainfenance program
was apearative,

This move was the result of the lang range effectiveness of the versatile Thunderjets.
Taegu was a small airstrip, and there were & number of fighter units stationed there.
The F-80 Shooting Stars, the Weorld War Il famous F-51 Mustangs, and the aircraft
of allied United Nations countries could not boast the long range of the Thunderjet.
For that reason, the F-84s and the 27th Fighter-Escort Group moved cnce again.

The last missions from Taegu were flown on January 31, On the merning of
February |, aperafions began from |tazukes, and have continued fram there until the
arrival of the replacement, |36th Fighter-Bomber Wing.







Each of the eight maintenance docks has a crew of six specialists, Air Force-frained
technicians that know their jobs. When the Thunderjet moves into one of the docks,
the six specialists begin immediately disassembling the plane for the inspection.

Even as the 4015th spscialists are dismantling the Thunderjets, working with the
craw chiefs of the aircraft, technicians from the 27th Maintenance squadron are
removing the armament and communications systems from the plane. These systems
will be checked and overhauled in the Maintenance Squadron’s sheps.

The dock crews methodically go about the inspection, each man with an assigned
phase to cover, covering his own phase with +ﬁ9 confidence and spesd of many
previous inspections. In a minimum time, the aircraft is disassembled, the inspection
made, reassembled and readied for an "OK." from the Inspection Department.

"Foggy'' checks more than
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T/Sgt. Glen A. Moon,
Registrar, admits a pa-
tient.

Left to right: S/Sgt.
Joseph W. La Yoie and
S/Sgt. Henry J. Shaw. .
Standing: 5/Sgt. Leland &
McGinnis. =
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The lounge at the Airmen's
Club

The Zebra Club's "Super-
slick' dance floor

Sh-h-h-h!!



Japanese Artistry in snow!
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Officers and airmen of the 27th Fighter-
Fscort Wing accused anyone who un-
mecessarily became alarmed over in-
cidents of "Hitting the panic switch.”
The Wing's personnel and administra-
tion chief, L3 Col. Charles A. Dunn,
Austin, Texas, designed and constructed
this unigue panic switch. Labsled for
major panics only, the Colonel bragged
that at no time during the 27th's seven-
manth combat tour with the UN Forces
has it been necessary to hit the switch.
“Just reaching for it seemed fo calm
things down,” he explained.

Left to right: Slaughter, Hummel,
Minter, and Hamilton.



Officers' Club, Itazuke Saturday night?
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