DIGEST OF MAJOR AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT #7 OCT

ACFT TYPE & MODEL F-100D SN 55-3538 PLTS NAME Capt R. C. Herrick
DATE & PLACE 15411, 28 Oct 58 19mi N. of TOTAL TIME 1650

Itazuke ABR THIS MODEL 268
ORGANIZATION 35th TFS 8th TFW TOTAL JET 1373
MISSION Intercept PLT INJURY None

WEATHER 4500 overcast 15 mi vis LAST STAND CHK Satisfactory
ACFT DAMAGE Destroyved

SUMMARY :

When passing through 8000 feet during a RAPCON approach to Itaxuke AB the
pilot experienced an abrupt pitch up; airspeed at this time was approximately
315 knots IAS with 85 percent RPM and speed brakes extended. Pilot attempted
to lower the nose but controls were ineffective; he added power to 100 paercent
in an attempt to maintain flying speed, used forward trim and extended the RAT
but aircraft continued to climb in a spiral to 12,000 feet at which time it
fell off inte a descending spiral. The pilot ejected at 7000 feet and landed
in water without injury. He climbed into his dingy and was subsequently picked
up by a Japanese fishing boat, then by a helicopter and evacuated to the Itazuke
Base Hospital,

FINDINGS OF THE AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BOARD:

1. The primary cause factor is undetermined. Until such time as the
plane is recovered from 150 feet of water, it is impossible to determine the
primary cause factor of the acecident,

4. The aircraft crashed in 150 feet of water and has not as yet been
recovered although salvage effort in connection with this is being carried out
with the Navy. There is not enough evidence to definitely fix cause of this
accident at present.

2. The most probably causes are listed in order of preference as:

A ¥ gt A
a. Maintenance error, This appears to be the most probable cause
factor, based on evidence presently available to the Board.

b. Materiel failure, Although no evidence supports materiel failure
in this accident it cannot be ruled out until the airecraft is recovered and a
primary cause is determined,

¢. Operator error is not considered to be a factor,

3. Additional findings not related to the cause of the accident:

2. The signal flares in the survival kit are packed in such a way
that it was very difficult to open the package.

b, The URC-11 survival radic failed to function after the pilot
entered his raft,
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COMMENTS OF THE COMMANDERS :

1. 6143rd Air Base Group: Concurs.
2, B8th Tactical Fighter Wing: Concurs,

3. Fifth Air Force: The findings of the Aireraft Accident Investigating
Board are concurred in,

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BOARD:

1. A one-time inspection of all F-100 aircraft in the 6th Wing be made
to insure the correct bolt and nut installations have heen accomplished at the
five points of the control stabilizer as previously mentioned, Recommend that
noe substitution of these bolts and nuts he made but used as outlined in
technical order F-100-4,

2. Recommend this be an item to special interest for quality control
inspectors during periocdic inspections.

3. Recommend that indoctrination on the installation of correct bolts
and nuts be reguired of a1l applicable personnel in the Wing.

4. Recommend that maintenance procedures be further developed within the
Wing to insure that a red cross is entered in the appropriate locations of the
applicable forms, whenever the removal, replacement or disconnecting of any

item component or assembly is such that improper installation or re-installation

could result in a safety of flight hazard.
G. Recommendations relative to additienal findings:

2, Recommend that flare package be made with an exposed tab easy for
a disabled pilot to open flare package,

b. Recommend that the URC-11 survival be sealed in a waterproff
container or wrap, and that the radie operation inspection time interwal

shortened to better insure radio cperation when needed,

COMMENTS OF THE COMMANDERS :

1. 6l43rd Air Base Group: Concurs, Reference Additional Findings and
Recommendations. Unsatisfactory Reports have been submitted on the Flare
Bag, and the URC-11 Radio Battery, and are inclosed in the Aireraft Aceident
Report under Tab 6.
2. Bth Tactical Fighter Wing: Concurs,
a2, This headguarters has established =z procedure, whereby any flight

2
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control linkages which are disconnected a8 & result of inspection or replacement
of parts, or clearing other diserepancies, will be written Up &5 & red cross
item in the proper block of the TB1-2 and other forms as applicable.

b, This headquarters has directed an immediate one-time inspection
of all F-100 aircraft assigned to this wing to ascertain that the correct
bolis, nuts and cotter pins are installed as outlined in Technical Order
F-100D-4,

. All pilots assigned to this Wing have been briefed on the factors
invelved in this accident,

3., Fifth Air Force: The recommendations of the Aircraft Acecident
Investigation Board are concurred in,

4. The corrective action initiated by the Commander, Sth Tactical
Fighter Wing, as outlined in paragraph 2 above is considered appropriate and
is approved,

b, All F-100D units within Fifth Alr Force have been advised of
this accident. This headguarters has directed all F-100D units to perform
a cne-time inspection for correct nut and bolt installation in the contreol
stabilizer as ocutlined in T.0. F-100D-4, Illustrated Parts Breakdown. Further,
all units have been directed to review and revise as necessary procedures
to insure that preper red cross entries are made when flight control assemblies
are removed and re-installed or when maintenance is performed on them,

¢. The deficiencies relating to the flare bag and URC-11 Survival
Radio are noted; the UR's submitted by the 6143rd Air Base Group on these
items are approved and this action is considered adequate,

d. This acecident andithe corrective action initiated by this
and subordinate headquarters will be brought to the attention of all
commanders within Fifth Air Force through the medium of Fifth Air Force
Accldent/Incident Digests,

SPECIAL HANDLING REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARAGRAPH 49a & 32, AFR 62-14
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Houston Pilot .

“Thank heavens, he's safel”

{caped injury when he was forced
[lo bail out of his’jet fighter over
{the ocean.-.

| ‘The son is Capt. Ronsld C.
|Herrick, 27-year-old husband and
(father, 'stationed with the Air
|Force at Itazuke Air Force Base
|in Japan. : :

| He is the son.of Mr. and Mrs.
|Ralph K. Herrick of 3744 Tang-
lley Road. Mr. Herrick is with
|Tennessee Gas Transmission Co.

“ ...  Rescue by 'Copter

Saved by Copter |

That *was s - typical loving |}
mother's reaction to word today ||'\"
(that her Alr Force son had es-

ed, From: Page Qne

ey Yooy i
" @he was 50 lshocked ghe hung
\up the phone; bul, later regained
a.meagure, of  calm and talked
freely. about her som.. . . .\
247 g so frightened ab first,
ghe sald, with telief in her voice.
"ugfriend of mine: got a call
iike that some time ago—and it
wasn't-good news at alll” -

: Career: Officer . *
i Captaln. Herrick. s a career
officer, his mother 'said, “and

- United Press International no-
|titied Tha Press at 1 p.m. that|
Capt, Herrick escaped harm!
earlier today when he had tol
eject. himself from an F-100
Super  Sabre jet just northwest
of the Itazuke base,

. Capt, Herrick was over water
and  returning to Itazuke on
apan’'s_southern island. of Ky-
hu when the incident cccurred,
Aly Force officlals told UPIL. .
|.'Bhortly after ejecting himself
{from., the; plane,  Capé,  Herrick

" .8ee. PILOT, : Page ‘15|

y

ne's;very proud of it*. ¥
i'He «jolned. the Air Force An
1951, after, ‘graduation from
Bouthern - Methodist University,
whete he earried a degree as an
ectrical engineer, :He was only
when 'he was '__gra.duxted,__;- she

Sl

d:proudiy. ©

Mré Hértick - sald . her blond,
ﬁ'e_;iﬂ'er' ‘gon’is ‘married. and has
two small children, Robin, 3, and

4%, -His, wife'’s name s
Fg‘rtﬁu. They a.'ft_s_,ln Japan Iwirith

Captain Herrlok 1s an only son.|




Balls Out Safely
From Super Sabre

Alr Farce Capt- Rona.ld C.
Herrlck of Houston escaped in-
jury  Tuesday when . he e;ectgd
[himself from an F-100 Super

E

Houston Alrman~-

WEDMESDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1758

THE HOUSTON POST

SECTION 3, PAGE ¢

Air Force Bace, Japan.

“ A helicopter from the base res-
cued him from the sea in short
arder, the Associated Press re-
ported.. - -

It was the second t{me thal
Capt Herrick escaped injury in
a disabled craft. His mother,
Mrs Ralph Herrick of 3744 Tan-
gley Road, said three years age

ana. when its engine failed.
Capt Herrick, who is attached
to a tactical fighter squadron,
enlered - the Air Force in 1952
after being graduated from
SMU, 'He has been stationed In
Japan for two years, With him

are hig* wife and their two_chil-
dren, Lesllie Robin, 3, and Brlan

he crash-landed" a jet in Louisi-

Kirkland, 4% months.

Sabre" jet fighter, near Itazuke

.

|Houston Pilot
Ditches Plane

A Houston pilot, stationed

“|with his wife and two chil-

with the United States Air
Force at Itazuke Air Base in
Japan, escaped injury Tues-
day by ejecting himself from
an F-100 Supersabre jet.
Capt. Ronald C. Herrick was||
20 miles from the air base
when he had to ditch his
plane over water. He was res-
cued shortly after by a heli-
copter from the base,
Herrick resides at Itazuke

_ldren.

[



APT, RONALD C. HERRICK: ~ , . =
AY MIBACULOUS ; ESCAPE  AND -RESCUE
yesterday saved the life of Captain' Herrick, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph K. Herrick of 3744 Tangley -
Rd. Captain Herrlck's F-100 Super Sabre jét conked
out off the coast of Kyushu, Japan, and the career
offlear, 27, was forced to trigger the ejector, plung-
ing him into the water, An Alr Force helicopter
scoaped him up a few minutes later, wet but un-
hurt. He's a former Lamar High School student
“and was graduated from Southern Methodist Uni-
versity. Captain’ Herrick's wife, Martha, and two
%ﬁlﬁgﬁ are stationed at Itaruke Alr Force Base .
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68th FIS

The famous knight insignia of the
68th, seen previously on F-81s,
F-82s, F-94s and F-86s,
appeared atop a large
central red triangle on
the squadron's
F-102s.




oolin rio

FIE&

beginning 12 May 1970

Despite operating the F-102 for a
decade, the 68th FIS, whose
Crusader emblem was made famous
on the F-82 Twin Mustang, was
rarelv nhotoaraphed. R e SRy S R SOy e ) R Lo 5
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