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Department of Justice and the Army who had traveled to San Francisco, California, to meet with him at the Office of
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issued Executive Order 9066 that resulted in the internment of Japanese Americans.
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premises of every alien beginning with the Japanese right now.”
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against Japanese-American Fred Korematsu for resisting relocation and internment as an enemy alien during World
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. Conferencesjn 0ffice icaneral Defitt:

general problemgs— - - —

e =X Genersl, it wasn't se much telling you,
~ coze out here to see whaet we could do. I thought we could Just talk a‘bnut_the ;

4 Jenunry 1942

)
E)':"#qﬁ;"

Q ”VE‘:':E : %Fﬁtf

a5 the “ttorney General wunted me ta

fell, here's the situstion. I might say thdit we are ..Et. ver and this area—

= 2 etetes—hbos been desigoated as the thestre of operations. T have aprroxizately 240,000

men et oy disposal includinz Alesks, oOf course, my Cozmand extends frop Duteh FHarbor

%0 the Mexican border. There are two thr
serlous threats. First, the presence of

factories on the coast. HNet necessarily

edts thet we hava to fect, and ther are

epproxinetely 288,000 enemy sliensg — or
glien ennips — which we have to watch. Of the tmo threats, I an comecerned with
their sericusness to the lsrge number of very important defense installations zrd

the Havy yerds, but primarily the sireraft

factories — Foeing up nerth, and o large nusber in the San Ddego end Los fageles

aren. Fe are holding & lsrge nunber of troops
ingtallmiions, The threst 1s & constant one y

all the tizme. I have 1little confidencs

meet that thrast, we havs got to do two things,

Tor the protection of those
and it iz petting to be more dangerous

that the enemy nliens ere law-sbiding or
loyel in any sense of the word. Some of them, yes; many, no. Particularly the

Japanesa. T have no confidence in their loyalty whatscever. I am epasking now of
the netive born JApamese-~ — — 117,000—and 42,000 in Celifornia alone. In order to

Tie heve got to be able to enter theiw

bomes and premises, gearch snd gelza immedintelv without wai for norzel procésses
of the lsw—obtaining & search warrent to make an arrest. So much of the Presigent's

fhet T want U=, TRowa

Froclacation, Paragreph _ LS 7, Section §hae peen implemented only so far 2g pertaing
Lo radios and cameras. &'rr.- two things: The centralizetion of .’

esident!s Froclemetien, . . . . rthe centralizetion”
of anthority in the FBI, to search, enter, and arrest without going to the United

authority o v o = &« . . . vnder the

: Thet is something I didn't know sbout,

: 4g a legsl problem that mould have to be

States AMtorney for o werrent every time. . . . . . In othaw words, ‘I:-ln.t;?-.:et suthority.

It is beyond my power to say that. That

natter of poliey with the Attorpey Generel,

* « « o » o2nd full dimplepentation’ of the Progident's rroclemetion. If wa
locate—the FOC or oursslves throngh our Intellipence—we locate a sending or
There hes got to be conplete and accurate
en that was made by the Immigration Service
The registration hes pot to be of-
cheracler that i3 of =some valna, . . .+ = = + +0 picture of tha oan, thwb prints,
his travel to be restricted, end 4o xeep track of him at £11 times. I want to Ea in

receiving sef, wa want to act at once.
registration. . . .There is & registratd
bul which apparently is very ineanplete.

and sesrch tha hevse or re=idepce
EPEHESE:iEhtnM' ® = & @ = & O R om &

B

es of ave

elion beginning with tha
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Pege 2. Conference in Gneral DeWitt's office. 1/1/12
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-

I have e list of ‘thoze ¥e have roocson to puspect of prn-_ﬂl:dﬁ activities who are
dengerons, but I appraciate the fact that those discrepmncies. . . -How, yoeu are the
Attorney Generel, .. do thet, It is hopeless to do it any othar WAY.

2_..!” IT11 tell you General, thera is & lot of preperation has to be mede to

v dﬂ&mlﬂﬂtﬁﬂt..".mtﬂﬂnvu

. What we ere doing now with the slien registration: We have got & comaittiee

: ’ working. e have got to have sn ememy alien registration. I can't gusrentee how

soo that will be done. The preliminary work has been done . . . .The FBI had &
report on thet last Decesber, 1940. . . . .Ke heve Eot men working on it and sught
to heve at lesst the whole ;lan worked out in enother week, Unfortumetely we are

umeble to report much Progress. « « o » oI don't think there will be any ergument
on it. 1 2

- § W @
¢

I $hink we heve got...how meny alien enemies have we got, 1,800,000
Something 1iln that, |

Thet, I gather, was the crginal =l4en registration?

It was the pationsl registration. e want to bresk 4% dosn into ...... so in
Califernie you would have a complete 1ist of everyone here, and it hag got to be kept
up to date, Now, I had hoped thet that night all be dono. Now let's see, whot you

ETC-' lifl‘l’l:.ll e E

Vie can go shead at 1% here.

There would you get your 1ists? How would you go ebout it? TYou would have to
Plen to require 211 enemy aliens within sn area to report st certain pleces at
certain gpecified tines, and then we wonld have to — I don't presume 211 of thenm
would do it — end then we would have to go out after them end meke sll Japanese

+ in the comounlty show who he 15 . . . . .we would have %o eep after it and go out
efter them. Te can't fool eroumd. -

Vie bave to do something; we are gotilng novhers now. Now, & case came up
yesterdey at Millspa Bay, where the Jipeamese ccoupying shouss out on the wharf:and

Tho ere Jmown to be snemy mlieng, and the FBI coudln't teke mction.
= = ~Coopanding G:ne:-al there, isn't he?
Tell, I heve ;Eﬂli"?Eﬂ 'n-n report from him,
How much suthority do you have under military law in the thester of operaticns?

I have no awthorlty other than thet wnder the President's proclapation, and thed
doesn't glve ze any authority except dn Alaskn.......But T hava no zuthority under
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Page 3. Cooference in Ceperzl Defiitt's office. 1/2/42

the rules and regulations preseribel by the Attorney General wunder the President's
proclezetlon for the continental United Stetes other than to go to the REttorney
General, through the FBI, aud get & warrant, and then I have to show resson.

I don't see any solution except hevglng your recistration. I just don't see
where you mould get & ligt. ;

I don't see ony solution mow in such & cese other than for the President to
delegate suthority to the Secretary of War end let him delegete it to ne end
let the FBI and other zgencies concerned function with me end let me go shead.

I think I c=n gat sozething done; I can Eta.ﬁ to do something now,
Fhere mould you get your eliens? Tolld you have o reglstration?

- = » «I hope 0 lay the groundwork withih e week. Fe can take the repistration
that bas now been staried by the Immigration Service. . -

That is just in this district. Now, in the other districts we don't held . . .
Upited Stutes Attormey Di_triui:a"

Ho, thet is an Immigretion Distrlet. This distriet in which Ticksen is in
charge, Horthern Califernin-Sierrs Nevede, they beve index ccrds, slphabeticelly,
There ere long sheste that zre sent out fr-::-:: naghington which I hoven't ._.ee:u which
ere, I wderstend, by lecalitles, communities of 10,000 ard over, znd of scaibered
units as they cell them, Now, they have sheets om Jups, Italisns, and other Ellens,
But Fickeon 1s under the impression that they are mot accurate, as I expleined to

you. There are 3,000 Ga:mans Pil:'l:.'l.lrnd and just 1,000 Iteliens, which we lkoow just
gen't be right.

-
‘.-f

Ro, In Callfornis .nlune there. =ro 100,000 GE.':'mEﬂs, 100,000 Itelione, and .
33,500 Japs. That iz of the census.  Now. thers is enother thing sbout this
ragist.mtiﬂn. Tie would keep then separate from the seeancess ;

Ok, no; you couldn't do this /ﬂmﬂz. Tou could stert within a week,

It doesn'™t zean & thing, Er. 'E'.nHE, thet &2 Jep has turped in e :renei'l;'i:g and
transmitting set. If he thinks he hes, at lesst In his owm mind, satisfied the
smericens by turning in cne set, ha cuﬁlu still bave another. I am perfectly willinz
if T cen get the puthordty coee..- "to wmderteke thet prnﬂ.ﬂed the egencles thet eve
now cooceroed with 1t——the locel poliee, the FEI, county snd stets pn]_'i.r:e, and FCC
gnd the Immig’rﬂ.tinn Jervice will be willing to work with De.

-
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Pege 4. Conference in General DeMitt's office. 1/4/42

Can you sy how you would do 112

o, I heven't talked it over with the FEI—I keven't thought it out, but T
believe I would stert first with the registretion 1ist—at leest we Mmor rhore
they aere nor. That would be a stert. I heve to get something done. Te ere lishle
to wake up eny morning, any dey, to find on £ swall scele that o o o o o« -

I have no reeson to believe that the troops I heve now end the nugbers I now heve
ere going to be left in my comeend. I hope so. I would be very happy to see =
lerge number of them go to the west. I an disturbed ebout it and I == amdous to

see some setivity being done right pow. . . . .Thore are & lot of Filipinos in
the State, too., .

Row, whet kind of authority would you have to have to do that?
LI -mﬂu:l_::i-fe ﬂuﬂ'lﬂri'hr 'Hﬂula bB &+ o & i.
Would you heve to heve legiglature in order to bring zvout = registrotion?

Tha 'I'.han.tré Commender here, if we had the other zuthority in guestion, eould po
ahead with the regisirstion es a militery memsure. x

Much is mintelligible.here,

I just got £ report here, General, that the mother end sister of epe of these
men wes arresied yesterday in Los Angeles in possession of a revolver, rifle and
E:.:er arms, & ghort-wave radie, and a red blinker, im e:Japaness hotel in Los

eles.’ ; S j

¥ell, General, whet do you expect would heppen by repistration?

-

F

I think we will be able teo control them. By reguiring those people to L-.un-;r the _
Togistration cer on their persom, restrict their oovements, I expect to be 2ble to
conirel them. -

; ind there is thoro that won't ebide by +the reglstrationsseseeee e Bub efter -
tha registraticn whet would sour theushts be on raiding them?

I suspicion.

__LE Fell, T would raid anytime I felt it was necessary. Ainy time I got eny informetion
o TR o 2

We hzve been werking on the spot-reiding proposition and it is frﬁﬁklj“getﬁi:g
arfully close to the line.....c... ;

-
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Pope 5. Conference in Genersl Delitt's office. 1/4/42

fie bave lots of eliens who are perfectly loyzl who are not American
citizens, ANd S028 « + « =~ = .« = = « « = » 20t it 1z pretty bord to separate

the sheep from the gozts. In other words, it is annethﬁng ve cen't temporize on.
I think we bave walted too long.

I ¥mow we hove waited too leong.

fiell, 1 'Ehin:l-; the thing to do is to go after 'I:.l:u: other suthority., I lnow
ImL;:unistE.kﬁa,hut-ﬂ'Iam. a2

Do you think there weould be eny difference in a cese where you heve 2p alien
enewy regiding in a houss ormed or controlled by a citizen? Could you pot eprrebend
tbat persco on en erdinsry warrant that you vould heve for sesrching & house?

R T - 3 R ! £ A

i L] L

fell, ag en incldent , of course, in carrylog cut a werrent thet you have for
E]‘.W"Ehensinn, ::n'ﬂld rom nn‘t search for conirabend?

Ve pre inclined to think there is guite & di.fferen-:e—qu_te Bn r.rgu:ent on thet.
There are two different forams. I don't koow if yoo Ymow of them.

Tog, 1 an familisr with thenm.

Ve do think there Is that distinction of going into a citiz'ﬁhrmﬂe to
search for en alien. We don't want 4o go to court. . . - . I you go to court you
hova to show yourr refSiD..secsss .

The Dapart::ent is prepa:-ed to do all the epot-raiding you want. o
Tiben we telk Ehnut spnt-rﬂidd.ng I u.un't. lock on spot-raiding mne 75 ralds at
one time. I look mt spot-ralding as individusl instences. In my fiscussion
nith you yesterdey, your vliem of spot-raiding ves thet we would hit 50 or 75 pleces
at ene time with the view of egeeing what we could find, My reply to him, Genersl,
ves that that did not, in :ujrmi'nl;l, zeet your desire, because you . . . . .haven't
got cooplele covarage.

Ara you going to Eﬁhar to that "en Prubuhla cause”. . . .before you cen get 2
verrant?

Reesonable CALSE.

fibat constitutep rezsoneble cause? We heve asked 'l:.hu United States Litorney
whetber the fact that-a pan 1s 'an enemy allen iE- probabla causs =nd he sadd no.

I an afraid that it trua.
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Conference in General DeWitt's office. 1/4/42.

I heve reeson to belleve that thers isn't a ship 1en'ri1:|g. that they don't know sbout,

Well, we kmow thet, WFe heve conmtected them , infact we have seen
i thE-I:I- " ' 3 ' .

Feccage nob understood.

¥e have actually sunk ships. There is no guestion sbout them being out there.
There are 3 things tbhat can hoppen on this coast from the direct standpoint: the
shelling of any cne of our . & redd . :

Pessege not mnderstood.

Tou w311l never get te the heert n-f this thing until I get nu‘hhnri'b'j' to gu efter it
f-_mi tn:‘h'.'r.a it: ' :

Feseage not understoed.

Fut I don't care. I heve ﬁut- oy responsibility placed upon me DOW.... : -

-

Lum:r pastere oot understosd.

Here *a & rractical prn'blan- Tn the Yonterey Aree I have hed cen out all IIJ.Eht- work-
ing oo this thing. I he.ren t gotien & repurt veb me to what they heve found

8o I ean find that station dowm thare. Thay ere poing To spend time in -
there until we f£ind something. We lmow scmething is there all zight. Now, under
the rresent setop wo canmot g6 "in to Joe Doekes houpe down thers pnd search it, ev=n
if we thiok it is there uwnless we get a clsarsnce, which is m procese which is seb
up end we sre sbiding by that roecess. I think thet is what the Generel wented to -
got aronnd so thet vhen wo are on the hot parsmit type of thing we con go In gnd thst
our ressonable ceuse et that tdme - I think thet is whet the General has in m.nd
i-"t. it Geperal. . et : et

.-"

T con't do that. I om mot pamt‘r.eﬂ to do that end we =re .'E‘nL'LﬂHinlg ahan]ntelﬁ', ot
the regulations. : :

fie might have to have something like that after.......

Pasgnga not understood. : j /

True, wo might be able to raise 100,000 slieps 211 at one time, but if we can ths
stuff is flogting ell over the place gnd even if we donl!t find enything but knock
over 100 pl=ces it ism going to make everybody burrow deeper snd deeper, snd ths
deeper they burrow tha harder it ia going to ba for them to operate srd just ths
threat, in uy opinion, will half sclve the problem, snd half & solutien is better
then mo solution at ell. ;

L
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Conference in Geperal DeWitt's office. 1/4/42.

r

You wight and you might not. It is a hypothetical thing. I would expect 1f I
vent In on oy major subject, in other words Af I knew that he had a resl espicnage
egant, I wuu:l.ﬂ.n.'t expact to fiuﬂ anything on him beeause he is too smart.

«sssanssnotice ‘I:.h.ﬂ.t "E Are ::n::liu.E; in tut trhE‘re is also the other view polxnt, on
the other end of the cyele. If you vwent into every plecs, if you hed the right
to go inte avery place then yen would at lesst bave a full coverage. It goes back
+o that old problem we discussed yesterdey; 999 of & thousend of those complaints
don't meen anything, 'lmt- thet one - you heve got to Tun over the thousend to get

“that one.

Tou will find a lot of that thet is bound fto Deussress

Passage unt'intauigibla.

EC

' One way to- -get to them is to°_ . There is a specific problem

thare X pﬂ*aunﬂ.ll;r am convinced that there is a porteble
sending set opersting in the Hoplterey Bay area. I am pretty convinced that thers
1s cne gperating in the Colombia River aren, I would li¥e somebody to have o means
of blanket coverzge to go cut-and catch that stationm. It 1g a hopeless seftup ......
a monitor station. Touw hear ity you go to the s he i3 gone. TWe have
had repested avidence of that in the Monterey Bay =res. I want to stop every car
cn the higheay for a time snd search it - every portable, movable thing there is.
How, whether we cetch it or net we will pot e stop to it. It bappens that I am
mich rmore interested in stopping this thing then T o in catching them. T would
1ike to cetch them. Counter-esplonsge worke om the principle of prevention. Hom,
ig thera a rapld, direct, legel ®ay that I could get after thic problam in the

Nonterey ;Ear arss, & blanket way — to stop that ome thing.

Passage mot intelligible. :

Yz conld do it If they would gira et 'bhu.t rover, if they : i

‘That is the cnly way we are geing to stop that. Every single ship that sa.:.'l.a frnn

the Columbie River since the cutbreek of the war hes been subjected Vo submarine
attock, every one of tbhem. That meens to me only one thing, that there is e boet
watching +ha system up there with commmicetions with a submarine at
Sef. .

%ell, I en convinced that it im o 'hig,f’,{u'h, but we cen solve it.
/

Pespage not intelligible. ” _ ; :
wemessesseWOrk it out end the War Department cen take it over, ﬂh;r it is aJ.'L r*gh‘h
with me.

"
"

Long passege r.'ut Intelligitle,
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-

I have got to show probable ceuce, Suppose you have = concrete case, for insience,
« I believe they have pgot it {ixed en one of these small

i '
S D

Lt LT Realtt )
& = I-Iu"-|-.1—i;

sets. I think they bed a locetor attached dewn here at Nountein View Ranch. How,
suppose Fou koew it was in the direction? ; would you EEve to go back to the Tni-
ted States Attorney. It is gone by that time. TYou hnve got to be sble to have the
men on the grounds and the only restrietion em you should be that he hes got fo
exarcise his judgment. If thera is an abusze, you have got to discipline him. Tou
bave got to heve a man cepeble of doing the ju'b on the ground, tut you cen't meke
hiz go 'hanl‘. to the United States Attorney. thet tipe the radio is gone, 80-.44

How much &uthnri‘tr do you h..ve........-.....-- : 4
It depends on th¢ EMErEencT s

Yhat's that? . - - : o 2

14 depends on the emergency at the time. : ; I haven't any legel
porer 1o do ﬂn:j"bhiug under the 'E'rasident's prnﬂlamntinn. : =

L am Jus'f:. Handsri'ng hn'a* for along rm:. nup;ht. tr:- o froa there.

I can see your point. .........1t0 the authuri‘l:r, T wonldn't hesitete to do 1t
in order 1o Teduce the....esseass-.I would of sourse interfere for him, I “think....

The United States is at wer snd war bes been ﬂcnl&ru& by Congress end E.‘I:I.FI].E.T that
nould stop the govermment from protecting itself from ememy action, I can t ses.

I was wondering, frem & finaneisl stendpoint. At the moment to guerd the Fest
Coast we!want to protect what we heve apnd to spond money for the building of addl-
ticmel facildties and for defense. If anything happens down herc
to stop rroduction, even a Hlack out for a few houra, it 1s eguivelent 4o cme
of 15 plsnes.......essssssssars-.B0b If anything should happen, an explosion, &
wrack » I bave very definite, speclfle in- -
structions ‘I:-hat- it mist not heppen u.nd I have dome cver_'rf:.h:l.ng l:m:u.ul‘r p-:tEEi'hlﬁ-.-.-.-.

I wonder if 1're could do this. Let mp ecome back ﬂ.ﬂﬂ.........“I CEN coZe Deck Lo
IMOTTOM.

A1 right. /

Tou cen onll beek to General GUllioN..cscssscscsss sssudll I‘ight- EH.PP:I'E'E e do
thet. I am giving you no gu.q_ra:n.teauf';ha.t. we can do Tut I :

- R

I think the sooner we get et 1%, 'I:.]::u better.
A1l right, Suppose you db that and I w11 get 1t.

Thenk you very much.

2o R REFEETREER RO
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